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Layings on of Hands 8 


ASSERTED: © Wu 
| a; C. 7. Or, | Fe 'W, 
A plain diſcovery. of the truth:&F* - 
thereof, under thoſe ſeveral con- # 
ſiderations, minded in the 
New Telitamenr, | 

I. Upon perſons for healing: with a Brief 


;zed * 4s ſuch : 

Lof Chriſts Dottrine , 

cleared, for their @qjence : With Ob- Þ 
Jjettions Anſwered Fach particular, 

To which'ts annexed, 

A Confuration of four Chaprers written by 
ſome perſon, or perſons , in oppoſition.co 
this principle of che DoQrine of Chriſty *{xo- 
ood m0 rh on of hands upon believers Bap- 

tizcd,as ſuchzwherein the weakneſs of their 

Reaſons againſt the xruch ,j is plainly diſco» £ 

vered, = the truth furrher afſerred, and. SH 

vindicared. Ye 


By VV T3414 LDE Ry 
Servant co che Church of Chriſt, 
Princed for the 4uthor 5 and arc om be ſold by 

R, Moen, at the ſeven Stars in Pauls+.. : 


Church-yard , near che great 
North door. 1656, 
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To all thoſe in this Nation, 1 
or elſewhere , who upon 
the Profeſſion of their faith 


have been Baptized in the 
Name of the Lord Jclus, 


My BrtTHRE NN, 


2A Hough my Prayer unto \ 
God #,that what Thavwe 
written, may tend to the 
eſtabliſhing of thoſe,who 

have already been obe- 
arent ; yeb unto: your 

ao chiefly recommend this following aſe 
courſe : and my Reaſon is, Becauſe it doth 
more princt ally concern you, it betrg a 
diſcovery of part of the min.de of Chriſt ;, \ 
yea, part of the foundation of his ſeruice, 

3 where- 


The Epiſtle 
wherewnto the greatest Number. of you 
lave pot yet beer obedient, 

And now, my Brethren , you that by 
Baptiſme have declared your ſelyes to be 
followers of the Lord Jeſm Chriſt ; 1 do 
Begg and intreat of you, to Examine your 


W104 7806 » 4nd ſee whether or 10 ,. you 
ave obeyed Chriſt, wy+; to the Com- 


' miſffion he gdue to his Diſciples, Mar. 


28,20, Wheretp. you are 1njoyned the 
Ofſervation of all things be commanded 
for your obedience,according to his Teach- 


 4ng;, bewg forty dayes with his Apoſtles 


nd Diſciples , ( after big ReſurreR107, ) 
in which time he gave Commandments 
unto his Apotles , whom he had choſen, 
and was ſpeaking unto them of the things 
pertaining to the Kingdony of God, AQS 
'T, 2, 3. verſ, I beſeechyou conſider, 
have you obeyed the farm of Dofrize, 
Rom. 6. 18.- which you ſhall fnde laid 
down, 17 Heb, 6,1, 2. See, 1 pray you, 
whether the beginnng-word of Christ ts 
that you bave recegued ; whether you ſtand 
| ol gs 


| erhc- tory 


upon that foundation , the Doftrine of 
Chriſt andhis Apoſtles , upon which the 
firſt Churches were buil:, Epiel. 2. 29. 
Heb. 6. 1, 

Conſider y God 19 theſe laſt dayes hath 
ſpoken unto s by his Sorry, Heb. 1. 2. the 
Lord J:ſ:« Chriſt is our great Dofor,the 
Prophet whom Moſes ſpake of, As 3, 
21, therefore we muſt learn of him, we 
muſt hear him 13 all things ;, Therefore 
know , tt. 15 your duty tate followers of 
God, atcording to yaur Profe ſton 11 
Bap:iſme, and to AF 1n xoway  lut what 
Chriſt hath appointed for you's Even that 
way , whoſe f ountlatv0n ts nyoin the lips of 
Chrift , which he alſa hath appotwted a 

foundatronfor us to build upon 
Wherefore examine if you have laid 
your foundation. with thu Coryer-ſtone, 
with , Repentance; from dead works, faith 
towards Gad , the Dofirine of Bapti[m's, 
and laytn:q on of hands,the Reſurretion of - 
the dead, and eternal Judgen.eat Whether 
theſe be the principles of .your; Religion, 
| A 4 Heb. 


" The'Enitle 


Heb. 6.1, 2. Conſider whereth you are 
j defetirue mm tbeſe principles : aye you not 
I 12 Repentance.? I wiſh I could not charge 
k yu berein z yet I muit tell you, the Hire 
ll of the Harlat ts found amongst you , the 
| | urden of which your pooy Brethren have 
long mourned under, and ſuffered for. F 
know it 5 70t the prafliſe of all of you ; 
. yet thoſe that do it, were never to this day 
j mWiſowned by you? O-! that you would 
&# * 

1 therefore try your ſelves: have you turned 
'! your ſelves fromthe vain worſhips of the 
| men of this world , and from tuck who 
| \\ Leach for Doftrines mens traditions 2 are 
| i} ou according to your Profe ſſion of Chriſt 
if #1 Baptiſm, dead to the rutliments of this 
world 2 Col;2\.20. Why know tt us your: 
duty, not only: toclearſe your ſelves from 
Temporal +, ) but. Spiritual delfiements; 
2 Cor. 7. 1, aud as" you are not to 'af 

I} * any thing. contrary to' the. Law of rogh- 
* ' teouſcreſs 1n your Converſation,ſ0 to do 1:0- 
till.” 72129 tn the worſhip of God, but byrute : 

for that-mhich” bath proceeded from ”- 
IL] \ Lor 


ERIC. > >. 6. — 
[ S >d atory. 

Lord JeſwChrift,is the rule for Saints to 
walk by. Know this, that all the miſery 
and ſin in the world came in. at this 
door , viz. by hearkning to Reaſon , the 
wil dome of the fleſh , againſt that which 
God hath ſpoken : it is mans deformity, 
to walk according to his own tnvention, 
and at laſt, ( as experience doth teach, ) 
will prove his own de trufion, Surely 
God will not indare to be preſcribed by his 
Creatures 5 no, it hath been wickedne {# in 
thoſe that have done it , and God hath 
found it out; but he takes pleaſure tn them 
that fear him , and teaches them in bis 
wayes,Pſa.25.12. but when men change 
bis Laws and Ordinances , ( although it 
Proceeds from no wicked intent ) yet it 
provokes bim to Judgment, as it did mn 
Uzza, 1 Chro. 15 .therefoye learn to know 
theryoyce of Chriſt ; for bis Sheep bear it, 
and they follow him. 

It bath Leen the work of Satan and big  . 
Inſtraments , ſuch who firſt did forſake 
the” rjght- way , whom God gave up unto 

| ſtrong 


The: -, 4 > 


ftrong deluſions to believe lyes ,. becauſe 
they recerved not the truth im the love 
thereof, to corrupt the Word of God, ap 
to change bis Lays , andtioſet up their 
poſts by the paſts of God , or rather in 
their ſtead : and who knows rot , that 
knows C wriſt that now all bis endeavours 
are to make voyd theſe traths , and the 
right way of the Lord ;, either 11: whole or 
#1: part # if be cannot keep people wholly 
in blinduefi , be will labour totnſpare 
them through pretended wayes of light, 
which 15 ted derknels O! how dath 
he now perſwade the poor ſaul , that erther 
the wayes of God are not now to be praftt- 
ſed, or elſe the praiſe of them 1s but an 
zndifferent thing. O ! let's beware of this 
decert : for he that ſaith 1 know bim, and 
keepeth not his commanaments, i a lyer, 

aud the truth is nat in hym,1 John 2.4. | 
therefore I deſire you to examine your 
elves, and ſee tao, you are ſhort of 
obeyrng the wpice of Chriſt ; Letng careful 
of recerving any thing » but what us re- 
Corded 


o a 
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Dedicatory. 


corded theWord of the Lord ; 4nd te alſo 
as careful of rejefing any thing that u5 
bu will, 

And wherein he ſpeaks unto you,as you 
are Baptized belieters, knows it 1s your 
duty to be obedtent, to be followers of ham, 
to for ſboulders to his work ; for unto that 
this day you are called, that the founda- 
tion 11 $10n may again be laid, the Walls 
_ of Jeruſalem may be again repaired,aud 
then they that be of thee , ſhall build the 
old waſte places, Iſai. 58, 11, 

Let not the wiſdome of man Legutle 

ou , ( whereby he labours,) when any 
truth of God us diſcovered, to pervert ity 
or to turn you aſide from followsng of it : 
know, this 1s but one of Satans old plots, 
aud decertful workings 3, and marvel not 
that he works 11 good men in gur dayes ; 
for this 15 certain, that if perſons diſſent 
fr om truth ſ 0 far they ſerve for his de- 
ſign, which 1s alwayes agatiiſt the truths 
which 1s the Law of God, that which God 
bath commanded: thus be wrought 11 the 
Pro 


The Epiſtle 
Prophet of the Lord, who told a (a ?n the 
Name of the Lord , unto which the yourg 
Prophet yeilded; contrary to what God had 
Commanaed him, 1 King. 13. wp and 
was deſtroyed of a Lyon : know, he many 
tzymes makes uſe of good men to carry on 
his deſign ; therefore though you may 
Juage they are good men , that ſpeak a- 
gainſt a truth of the Lord ;, let not that 
turn you aſide , knowing it 1s your duty to 
be a follow-r of him , tn what be hath 
ſpoken , that doth relate to the worſhip of 
God, or your duty in your enver[ation; 
which doth coricer: you , as you are belte- 
vers , and would be partakers of the pro- 
muſes,eſpecially thoſe things that aye prin- 
Etples of your faith and Religion; yea, 
principles of the worſhip and ſervice of 
that God, whom we profeſs to fear ; yea, 


if and to obey. 


> And take heed of thoſe who teach you) 
. "onlyto believe that, unto which you ought 


* to manifeſt your obedience to the great 


God, Such perſons, who call that which - 
KEY Chriſt 


F” 


—_— PSRILILO 
Dedicatory: 
Chriſt taught , and whereunto believers 
were obedient , & Dofrine, but not 4 pra» 
fiſe , ſuch words axe carrupt : but let s 
know'this , that ſo far as Chriſt bath 
taught us , we ought to be obedient ;, and 
therefore let your obedtence be manifeſt to 
all men ;, For the Lord ts at hand to grue 
recompente unto you : and let not the op- * 
ofttion which truth meets withal , le a 
ſftumbling-block unto you. You nidy ſee 
how eaſily confuſion and errour take 
place upon the bearts of men , this day, 
O, let truth have plate upon your Souls ! 
©, it grieves my Soul toſee , how eaſily 
that which hath but a colour or ſhew of 
truth from the Scripturestakes place upon 
the hearts of men , and mary Profeſſors 
this day ; and yet that which us real truth, 
bath little entertatument in the world, 
what's the Reaſon ? was not this almayes 3 


therefore finds little entertatument a- 
g mong{i men, Alas, ſaith the Wiſeman, 
2 . what's 


2t's too lowyit's too meangit's too platntit i * 


indeed without the wiſdome of man ; and © 


We. p Lord of Glory 2 x Cor.2.8, 
"Therefore know, it's your duty to ſeek 


The Epiſtle 

what's a little water? this is a pooy thing : 
ethers have as low an: efteem of laying on 
#f hands ; beſides, it's @ riddle unto them: 
this Gad makes fooltſhne f# the wiſdome 
of this Woyld, | Do 

But now ſume doſay , Did weſee theſe 
Ordinances to continue, we ſhould wil- 
l1ngly obey. | 

I Anſwer , Do you think the Scribes 
and Phariſees mould not have made as 
large a Profeſsion as this, when they re- 
jeRted the Connſel of God againit them- 
ſelves, bejng not Baptized: Tu ke 7.307 ft 
or do' you not think , that thoſe who ave 
ſhort of any truth , if they profeſs any 
thing , but will as readily make this Ot- 
jefton 4s your ſelves '? yet will this excuſe 
them 2 or would the Jews ignorance of the 
Lord of life, excuſe their C racing the 

ur 


ety 70. 


after "truth, andto yerld obedzence to tt ; 
Chrift requires it of you;therefore come in 
ato him, and be willing to take upoit you 

þ AY .. by 


Dedicatory. 


his yoak, and deſpiſed wayes ; and be ſure, 
30u ſhall be 10 loſers by ut. 

Now the Lord help you , you that have 
pat 0p Chrift Ly Bapiſie , tortautmhit I 
have written 1n this hook without preju- 
Oige , aud, with @ beart bfted upto God 
for wiſdome \, 20 <re$ to give you to ſte 
truth from errbay. ' And that this truth, 
which I do principally mind and drrue at, 

(to wit) layi-.g 04: of haruds upon believers 
Baptized, as ſuch, may have the Spirit of 
God, making of it forth unto your Souls, 
" #72 the Reading and Conſideration there- 
of ;, that ſo you may be followers of God 
therein, ts the Prayer of htm , who ts wil- 
ling to ſerve you for truths ſake : 


Wiriltian Ript x. 


'read was there enJjojngd. pa lgg. 1.17, for 1 red 


ERRATA. 
Page 1. line 8, for the Spirit, read the Holy Spie 
Yit. gf 42. 1. 13. for BE. Tead enough. 4c 
' 1. 11, for their read then. p. 59. 1. 3. for bisxead 


this. p. noo. Il.s. forpraſe, read priſe."p. 112, 
L 7. for woilld, read do. P.147. 1.8, for do affirm, 


read we do affirm. p. 152. 1. 14. for was enj 
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© & .) X19 
A Discovrny © 


Of Layings on of hands, according to thi 
» | wiſdom of God given undey the ſe-.- 
veral compeons thereof, 

minded in the New 
Teſtament, 


@ H E Scripture of the 
New. Teſtament 
ſpeaks of laying on 
of hands upon three 
ſeveral accounts or 
ends. 

Firſt, upon Baprized believers, as 
ſuch 3 Tothe cnd they might receive 
the Spirit ; whichis the promiſe of 
God unto them, as Afs.the 8, and / 
As 19. 2» 

2. On Miniſters; tothe end they *+ 

might be ſeparated tothe work of the 
B Mi 
| 


- 
- % 2 = 


(2) 
_ Miniſtry, ARE 6. 6, 133 3. | 1 Tim. 
| #2 376 P3C, 
S Qn.4 idk, Cons tO 
the end they might recover, as Mark 
16, 18, As 28, 8 werſ. | 

+ ſhall, as the q 4A all help me, 

k ſomthing to the' two: laſt 
trietly, andthen to the firſt 'I ſhall 
be more large it being the duty of 
all believers to ſubinic unto,and that 
which is chiefly in my eye in this 
diſcourſe, 
Firſt, of the laying on of hands 
For! healing , it' was a partitular gift - 
'of Faith, Fyhich the Lord. Jqſus di 
miſe to give tens Is as 

ys plain from Mark 16:37, 18 verſ. 
F Theſe ſignes- ſhall follow rhem 
y  thatbclieve;/in'my Name they ſhall 
[; caſt out Devils,they ſhall ſpeak with 
f new tongues; chey ſha] ke up 
{ "Serpents ; and-i they drink _ 
deal thing, it ſhall not hurt them; 
they fhall 15 lay hands on the fick, and 
Mey ſhall recover ; in which enume- 
* ration 


—_—e ded 
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(3) 
ration of ſigns, we find laying 
on of hands for healing:which ſigns; 
as the Spirir of the Lord teacheth us, 
wcre given for thoſe who believed 
not, I Cor. 14. 22 verſ, | 

But this promiſe of healing , by 
laying on of hands , as we may ob- 
ſekve, rhe Lord made good upon 
many of his people, as believers in 
the Church ot Cor:zth, who were 
partakers of this gift , which-th 
were to go forth in the: pra&i 
thereof; according as the: Apoſtle 


j-- Paul did, Afs 28. 8.verſ. yea” as 


Chriſt himſelf, Mark. 6. 5, ver. 
Luk. 4. 40 verſ. ' 

ObjeF. Burt now ſome may ſay 
Was this praGiſc ro continue a- 
mone(ſt believers.2 ro which take this. 
two-told anſwer. 

Firſt, If the gift be continued,thar 
is, of healing , then this praCiſe ; for 
we cannot At, unleſs we have re- 
ceived, | 

2, If any have or ſhall receive 
B 2 {uch 


(4) 

ſuch a gift of faith, they are to 
forth in the praiſe thereof; for gifts 
aregivento profit withal, that is, for 
the good of others, 1 Cor,12. 7 werſ. 

' therefore if any one have received 

| ſuch agitfr, he1s to be up and doing, . 

0 adminiſter the ſame. 

Query. But ſome may ſay, Is there 
no Ordinance, that the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt hath left unto his people, to 
wait upon him in for healing, in the 
rite of ſickneſs ? 

. | Anſwer, Yes, and that is praycr 
and, anoynting with _ Oile in the 
'Name ofthe Lord; this is letr, asan 
Ordinance, or way unto RE 
ro wait upon the Lord in, in the 
time of fickneſs ; wherein the lders 
of the Church of Chriſt ought to ad- 
miniſter, as is manifeſt from Jam. 5. 
I4, 15 werſ. Is any f{ick amongſt 
you? let him call for the Elders of 
the Church , and let them pray over 
him; anoynting him with Oile in 
the Name of. the Lord ; and: the | 
: ' praye 


CS. 


_ £ 
—_ . 


(3 
prayer of faith &Pf ſave the fick, 
and the Lord ſhall raiſe him up; and 
if he have commitred fins, they ſhall 
be forgiven him. 

From | whence we may Obſerve, 
chat this dury is injoyned by the. 
Apoſtle upon. thoſe that-are-ſick : 
Herein the ſoul ought ro wait upon 
God, and in this way to look up ut 
to God for healing. 

But Oh ! the cvil of profeſſors in 
this our day, whorunco the Phyſi- 
tian, but not to God ; but few wait 
upon God in his way:the Lard com- 
plained of this of old, as a great. 
evil, as the 2 Kings 1. 16 verf;, yea, 
we may ſce this was Aſa's ſin,2 Chro, 
16. 12 verſ, though he were in 
much affliction ; yer he ſought nor 
unto the Lord, bur ro rhe Phyfitian. | 

And is not this the fin of many 
Profeſſors in this our day 2 'O-! that 
God would make them: ſenſible 
thereof , and make this wordof uſe 
q to them;thart they may look more up 

B 3 unto 


(6) 


unto God , that thicy may exerciſe 


more faith upon him for healing 
that if they can 'but with the poor 
Woman, Mark. 5.26,27, 28, werſ, 
touch'the hem of Chiriſts garment, 
for there is much vertue till in him, 
: Obje&;' Some will ſay,We cannot 
ſee this''way to continue in the 
Church ofChriſt amongſt believers, 
unleſs we did ſee the efte& thereof. 
Anſwer. Firſt, If you Judge of the 
minde iof God, that which is laid 
down your duty, by the efte, you 
may® run ..your - {elves' 1 
temptations, as the: Jews of old did : 
when they ſaw not the'glory of the 
laſt Temple, to be fo great as the 


glory of the firſt Temple. was , Hag.: 
2. 3; verſe, they were diſcouraged 1n'i 
the work of the Lord,which God re-. 
quired; and ſo indeed, this tempta- 
rion gor upon them ,'as in the firſt 


Chapter, eſecondwerſe : The time 


- - Is not come, the time thar the Lords : 
Houſe ſhould be built; but the Lord: 


for 
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VES. Into many. 


' 7F- 
for this reproves theth with Jud 
ments,-as-'you may-ſee 'in the 4, 9, 
and 6 verſes, and after by-his fervant 
= a; - exhorteth [rhem" unto the 
yas itythe 8 wyerſe; and incours 

oth thermi-unco it,/ in\the 'v$ ve, 
Then ſpake-Hagga#irthe Fotde Mel 
fage- unt6'the/people ; (ayirgy Pu 
with you, faith the Lord : 'and te 
ſecond Cha . ue, :Beebrding'te 
che wordo tha eeNendrired = 

ou,whiet you nb SOu ef $0: 

o myS$y pritremaineth bog Jour 
fear Your 

»$80 I fay}; God is God in Cres 
nave wHh' clievers3'his truths are 
ſcaled \bythe blood of Chiriſt. O! 
then 'tak&# heed | of queſtioning Hig 
fairtifulneſs in making go6d hivprgs 
miſe: from whence Few ' this pro 
ceed;dut looking for ſach #nd ſuch '&f? : 
fe@ts;' bur indeed from paring th 
not belteving "the! prom 
therefore = Ee! fiee# STA 
mide of Godvy: x 


que 
| doing, 


We , 
: 


| 
1 
; 
þ 
{ 
| 
' 
F | 
Fl 
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_ <) | 
ving , you -will make the way of 
.God of no Sorcece weight for fouls 
nce.:; 

{2 How. can, you. {ce the efteR of 
that, you ; have never yer: attained 
unto Bgr- baligyed therefore I may 
ſay to you, asthe Lord, Jeſus did 
unto the ; Jews, If you will do his 
will ; you . ſhall know, of. the Do- 

ine, John/7.17. 
| "3. Wha What cfie& bavelyou ſeen, of 
the laying ongt hands upon. perſons 
tooffice > is:35.truc , as.many write, 
and do ſay, laying on of hands is @; 


oh of a perſon;or perſons to 
cez therefore they inſtance : a6 


on his hands upon Joſhua, 
br 275 23, verſ. bur you ſhall 
a 


N 
more excellent. effe& , that 


- which - fitted | him for. that work, 


which. che was called unto, | as Deas, » 
34. Saver ry the Son.of Nuny 
was full Tha his of wiſdom :- 
5 Moſes d Jaid his hands u 

-: Len, m hence, that y. it is. 


ods 


(9 
Gods way , ſo DFI with his 
people therein ; andas in that Ordi= 
nance of laying on of hands u 
perſons to office , ſo alſo inthus of 
anointing with Oile, For his wayes 
arc not in vain unto his people. 

4. Thoſe who have waited upon 
God in this Ordinance, have found 
the efte& thereof; they have mer 
with God therein, they have ſeen 
his faithfulneſs, been partaker of his 
grace, reccived healing, not onely 
to their bodies , bur alſo ro their 
ſouls : rhis cffe& ſome poor ſouls, 
who, waited upon God in this 
ways have bcen partakers of ; ſo that 
they. are able to bear witneſs to this 
truth, and alſo to ſet to their ſealsp 
that God is true, a faithful God ; 
meeting with thoſe who wait upon 
him , in his way : therefore I may 
ſay of this truch of Chriſt , as one 
hay of the new Wine in che 
cluiter, 1ſaz. 65. 8, verſ, Deſtroy it 


nor, for a blefling is in ir, 


5. We 


 Oile, ſpoken of by the Apoſtle 


(10) 
5. We do notſo much minde in 
our waiting upon God in this way, 
to (ce an immediate work of hea- 
ling , which is that which too man 
doat upon, and ſo like Thomas, unleſs 
they ſce a fign,they will not believe, . 
John 20, 25, verſ, | © —_— 
But we dochiefly mind our duty, 
believing , that it ſhall not be'tn 
vain our waiting upon him therein, 
ſo leaving the cffe of it unto'God, 
who knows belt : when ro give'in 
mercyes to his people. 49:44 © 
Now this may be matter of inf6r-' 
mation, eſpecially ro thoſe, who 
look upon laying on of hands for 
healing , to be the anointing with 


James ; that they are and were two 
diſtin things ; the one being a par-' 
ticular gift of the Spirit, which'a 

(on:might receive of healing, im- 
mediately by the laying on of hands, 
as the Apoſtle Paul did, As 28, 
8, werſ. nnd many others alſo. n. 

ST - C 
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The ether an Ordinance of Chriſt; 
wherein the Miniſtry of the Church 
wereto a, and that notby vertue 
of any particular gift , buc of their 
| miniſterial office; and therefore ſaith 
{| the Apoſtle, Jam. 5. Let him call far 
the Elders of the Church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him 
with Ole in the Name of the Lord : 
wherein they ought , as inall other 
appointments, to look up unto the 
Lord for @ bleſſing, leaving the gi- 
ving forth of his grace to -the poor 
ſoul,zunto himſfelt, 

2, By what hath been ſaid, 1s re- 
proved the ignorance of the people 
of God this day, that have been long 
reading and learning of the Scrip- 
ture , and yet are ignorant ob this 
command ; and likewiſe thoſe that 
are Teachers and Leaders of con- 
oregations , that know the will of 
God , yet walk not in the practiſe 
thereof, Ir likewiſe reproves thoſe 
congregations , that have for ſome 
{ſeaſons 


(12 
ſcaſon , looked upon themſelves as 
Churches of Chtilt ; and yet want 
this order among them, Oh that 
they would conſider the reaſon,why 
they are ſhort in this particular, 
that they might ſee whether ot no, 
the Lord have not a controverſic 
with them , for their negle&, and 
their oppoſition againſt one princi- - 
ple of his Do&rine , that which 
Chriſt taught, unto which believers 
as believers were obedient , which 
is a great tranſgreſſion, their neg- 
Icing to hear Chriſt in that ſayin 
of his, which is the laſt particular'o 
laying on of hands I have minded, 
as I indeavour in it's place by 
the Lords aſſiſtance, ro mad forth 
unto you. 


(13) 
Secondly ) of laying 0n of hands upon 


perſons to office, 


His was likewiſe an Ordinance, 
or way of God , by which thoſe 
p_ who were called tro office 
y the Church of Chriſt were cr 
- apart, and ſo indeed are to be cr 
apart, as it was the practiſe of the 
firſt Churches , and of thoſe who: 
firſt truſted in Chriſt , whoſe foot- 
ſteps we are to follow : in this way 
they went : ſee Afs 13.3, verſ, And 
when they had faſted and praycd, 
and laid {cir hands on them,to wit, 
Paul and-Barnatas , they {ent them 
away. 

From whence obſerve , and that 
firſt, the work it was grcat, it was tO 
the Miniſtry , according to what the 
Lord had ſpoken concerning Paut, 
that he was a choſen veſſe], and that 
to preach the Goſpel unto the Gen- 
tiles, as you may {cc inthe 26 of the 
Atis 


(14) 

AFs 15. 16, 17, wverſ. ſo the work 
was great , to the petformance of 
which they would need much of the 

wer and preſence of the Lord 
with them ; therefore they faſted 
and prayed, and layed their hands 
on them, ec. | 

2, Obſerve, the perſons who laid 
on hands, they were the Prophets 
and Teachers in this Church, as in 
the 1 and 2 verſes. 

Solikewile, ſomtimes it was done 
by the Apoſtles them(clves,as As 6. 
6, verſe. (0 alſo by Paul and Barnabas, 
who were called as before to the 
office of Apoſtles, to lay the founda- 
tion , to do the work ot an Apoſtle, 
AAs 14.23, verſ, ſoalſoby7 _— 
who was the firſt Biſhop of the 


Church of Epheſus, 1 Tim.s . 22, verſ. 
andalſo Titus, Tir, 1. 5. verſ. {o like- 
wiſe by the Presbytery, the Compa- 
ny of Elderihip in the Church, who 
were by the Church of Chriſt, cal- 
led to officiate in theEwayes of God 

unto 


- 


TY 
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unto his' people by whom T:mothy 
|| was ordained a Biſhop, 1 Timor. 4. 
14. verſ., So that we ice this way of 
. God, and the marner of tie pertor- 
mance thereot, in ſome {ſmall mca- 
ſure diſcovered ; I ſhall give bur this 
touch 'of this ſecond thing mindec, 
and that for this reaſon : 

Becauſe our oppoſers of laying on 
of hands upon believers,as believers, 
have owned the laying on of hands 
upon officers, though in a diſorderly 
manner they have gone forth in the 
practiſethercof , as will appear, 

_ Firſt,from what Mr. Coler writes 
in his book of Right Conititutter, pag. 
31, where ſaith he, the qualificati- 
'ons of Elders and Deacons arc cx- 
prefled, 1 Timor, 3. 

 Arſw. Thave read of Biſhops and 
Deacons, and of Apoſtles and E]- 
ders, who were Dcacons z but never 
of Elders ard Dcacons : My rcaſon 
1s, becauſe a Deacon is an Elder in 


the Church. 
2, This 


. this, that they arc under laying on 


_ all officers inthe Church, with the 
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2, This diſcovers according to 
their practiſe , what rhey have ſer 
perſons apart for : as their paſtoral 
Charge in the Church of Chriſt, 
they were ſet apart for Elders; ſo al- 
ſo, as Miniſters of the Goſpel > they 
were ordained for Elders , tho 
their grear diſorder is,in building be- 
fore the foundation was rightly laid ; 
yet obſcrve the wiſe miſtaken in their 
proceeding , though by this practiſe 
of theirs , with fair words they have 
ſtopped the mouths of many on 
ſouls, who were clearing themſelves 
from ſuch diſorder as they werein ; 
they ſtopped their conſciences with 


of hands, as well as thoſe thatdo 
practiſe it upon believers as belie- 
vers, I ſay, Inthis, how confuſed 
have they appeared in their ſetting 

ſons apart for Elders > not know- 
1ng, or at leaſt not minding, that in 
the word Elders is comprehendec 


M iniſte- 


Miniſterial work all0,1 Pet.5.1,veaf; 


2 E Jobs 1,verſ.3. t;verf. and 
| fo Elders. is diſtinguiſhed. into ſeve-. 

ral offices:n.the Church, as Biſbops, 
| and Deacons : the Deacons were tg, 


be | men of the Hol | ” 
| faithz& {6 indeed fir the ork 
AS; 


'| theLotd among his people,as 
| Biſhops ,:;andſo were Riders in he; 
| Church, ſee Afs 6..6,Aa1e7[. andiH8;: 
15,22, verſ, where the Deacqns, 
ſpoken of in the 6 Chapter, are cal», 
led Elders in the 15 Chapter;againz 
Philip. 1, 1. verſ. where the Apoſtle 
writeth to the Saints, with the: Bi- 
ſhops and Deacons: ſo Paul to Times 
thy writes of the qualifications of 
—_ and Deacons, nor Elders 
and Deacons z you ſhall never in alt 
the Scripture find Elders and Deg- 
cons expreſſed, _ 7 
8 - So rthar I hope, this may be a word 
of uſe, unto them 5 however itwull 
be unto. the Chutch of Ghriſt, 
fl though from a weak and unworthy 
1 C inſt rue 


qQnans T7 —_— Lama ur ww" ns. ” SS % % ” S 


oo | 

Afiument:” Ie It now--leave 
them a5 tothis $1 but as for the ordi- 
nation-it {ſelf 'they havinginow ar 
14ft,come forthiin the-praGtiſe there- 
ofy they muſtfand to maintain it ; 
I theteford kbowing their abili- 


I'ſhall keave :thenr: to contend 
frithis cruth'/ with choſ6(ifthere 
balany ) thad dooppoſet; itbeing 
that'do believes, ow 'havteallo 
of pthereforel ftiall only rakenorics 
ofwne or-rwiFobjetions' made” by 
GnKand then proceed to the third 
{{ninded/ - 
-4ÞDbjt8:08. Gotti thete wre!; ; _ 
my i as '\no' Ap6Rles.-naw '? 


aidhartis wpon perſons to of- 
'chen 5 thetefore thar 'Sraftiſe is 
dbaſed; To which L frall xo this 
rwedold anſwer, 11120 
I. That thoſe who' Were: fiot 
Apoftles, as to*their call' Bur Bi- 
ſhops or Paſtors of Churches, were 
eMlidrred rowalk in this wayy THt.1, 
Yun. L Tim, 5. 2%, þ uerf. yeaPro- 


phers, 
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phets ang; Teachers - the authoricy 
Y che Gbuxch of Chriſt, may lay on 
ayes 3 a Bp I, 251 35 100 " eIL 
ets Ln 2 greatyniſ> 
nake —_ ctltanding of mary 
mers. (according 19 tis ohjectiang) 
, \Obje#, Kar, hs Munutry of: K24 
Apaliles-is ceaſed;.. 1/19.1D 
I Anſwer , The oificpofan A an Apdy 
Meisghafirk office -in; xe. Church 
of Chrift, ' and thee; is to-lay:i 
ndation}; the foundation; oth 
exvice of God ; thezefore:ſaith: Pauls 
Tow laid the foundation, 1.Car4.3; 
16, v&lth&foundation, that is; the 
Lord Jeſps: Chriſtin his Doctrine, 
that, which Chriſt andhis A 
did xeaghy. upon whichithe hugh 
of,Chrift was built» («@Epbeſ2.2201 
het faundation \ was \abe begins 
VWorg of ;Ghrylts. char-whicth 
vr n5c oweh k kngw-2 arid to.be- 
(eve, befare they are.fic $or the ſexs 
vice oh, God. 1:1; ;!1 NF 
q Bus now. cha this uizcig lay Gn 


21; "a toun- 


(20) iy 
foundation) is the firſt office in the 
houſe of God : ſee the 1 Corvyt. 12. 
28, verſ. God hath fer ſothe inthe 
Church ; firſt Apoſiles, &c. 
Ctrift did aſcend , and gave gifts 
unto men, and that ſome to be Apo- 
files, as well as other offices in the 
Church, Epbeſ. 4.8. compared with 
the 11, werf, 

Obje8. Burt now ſore may ſay, 
Chriſt did chuſe Apoſtles, he choſe 
Twelve, which he called Apoſtles ; 
therefore they ceaſing , the office 

ceaſed. Alf 

Azrſwer, Towhich I Anſwer,thar 
this was beſore Chriſt afcended;but 
after he aſcended , he gave ſome 
Apoſtles ; that is , ro that work to 
lay the foundation, Epheſ.4.-1 t, verſe 
and ſo Pasl and Barnabas were Apo- 
ſtles, A514. 4. and 14, %erf, and 
others alſo ſpoken of in the 2 Coy? 8, 
23.verſ, 1 Coy.,14.1. compared with 
6.and 9. teyſ. He that doth autho- 
riatively as the firlt Apoſtles, or'by 
| verrue 


(21: 
vertue of the authoriry of cheChurch 
of Chriſt, Jay the foundation of the 
ſervice of God, he is ly an 
Apoſile, he doth-the work of an 
Apodlile:for otherfoundation no man 
can lay , that is ro be approved of by 
the Lotd ; yet other men may lay 
the ſame, even preach the ſame Do- 


arineof Chriſt, which he did, '&'s; 


_— 


————— —_— 
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Thirdly , Of laying 02 of bands 
Baptized Gellowr: as ſuch, to "4 
end th might recerve 
e Spertt, 


T Hat laying on of hands upon 

Baptized believers, as ſuchzis one 
part of their obedience to the Lord, 
which he requires of them an Or- 
dinance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;/ 
I ſhall thus prove unto you : 

Firſt, becauſe. it is a ſaying of our 
Lord Jeſus Ghriſt , that which he 
taught, and that for believers obc- 
C 3 dience 5 


(22'y _ 
dietice,as'well us re Rs En, 
RR Beb.BJ'n,9 


perfotis do | ſay } ifi we 
ee! tm bur ſeS;'1 where LAN Chrit 
ta 


cir; 'Stiredy" we ſhould 'ngt 

y it, ''O that mow they woultÞ 
conſider” for: [their convieton! this 
Scripture, Htb(\6; 1..erſ. where the: 
fopoſtle » calls-it 'the' Do&rine' o- 
Teaching of Chriſt ; anda more ſuf- 
fictent SR that Chriſtuaught it t 
we:gathnot havesthentheA Is; 
TheDadtrin&ot: Chriſt. thatwhich 
he taughr,as he did repentance, faith, 


reſurrection ayd.eternal judgment : - 
Now conſider, Do@rine doth im . 


prakſe z.and-tcaching ddths. 
ie; that. 40: believers 1 "qn&he 
jr for teachvig and tearining are: 
re}Qions asa;Fatherand Childg-the' 
one ;infers thq drhet. > New2rains 
force this: rea{on for.our obcttithes, | 
weohay «dnfider; theſe: thre tHings. 
oF4r rv whatshe \Apole ſip hin q 
AJsZ-- -#&oVerſ. -wherd we: age! guc: 
Þ 1105 16 joyned 
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joyned ;20A hearingigah,Chriſt 1nalh 
chings,.iand that alig.fgom the dany, | 
ger that will followgps-neglett; As. 
1 Seng = E.. LY 
2, Im that 1t 15; amongy 
thoſe. ——» ac. giples » Help. 
6.1,2.ahd;xhat int & of chemgs 
_ as if rhe$piric of the-Lord did foxes 
ſee the:pgpolition that would:be 
made againſt this with: +11 2 
3, Becauſe it is--one of. Chriſts, 
firſt: cegghings, and! thtzxtoro thoſe 
words-1h Heb.6.1.: may be rendexe& 
the 4.1 Sngyros/ Chreft,the A.B©; 
of a Chriſtian, one of. thoſe firſt Ieſy 
ſons: thay believers theg. did learnyy 
and now/ſhould learn; which is this, 
to wait.upon God in:ahis way, ;gfi 
his, for the Spirit okpromiſe, which 
is their right, whereby they might: _ 
be inabled, as they d6;defire, todo 
him ſeryice; 11.97 
Objee, But row unto this, {arts 
object, and fay, thati@ll things thak- 
Chriſt did and {aid gy we arc not rg: 
C 4 be 
im « 


024) 
befollowersof him in,asto raiſe the 
dead, to command the winde to 
ceaſe,and thelike; © -: 

Anſwer, To which I- anſwer , 
though this may be erue, yer what is 
this tothe purpoſe > Becauſe weare 
not to ſay inf all things as hedid; 
therefore we mult ſay in nothing as 
he'did ; neither as he taughtus : this 
is error with a-witneſs, VVegrant 
that in all things we are not todo 
and ſay as Chriſt did : Butyetin all 
things that does relate to the wor- 
tance, faith, and Baptiſm; or our 
duty in our converſation, we are to 
doas he hathſaid, for unto this God 

Himſelf commands us,fee Luke 9.35: 
AfRs 3.22. Him ſhall ye hear in all 
things; &Cc. 

/ObjeR. Further , to make voyd this 
reaſon, ſome objet, and fay that 
Chriſt taughtthe reſurre&ion of the 
dead, and erernal Judgment, as well 
as laying on of hands ; bur _ 
\. . only 


ot Fes ſervice of God , as repen- 
;e 


| (25 
only to be believed Ml reſurreQtion 
and Judgment, we know we cannor 
pratiſe, © * 

* Anſw, To which I anſwer, firſt ; 
This is that we ought as belic- 
vers to do , if poſsible we can , to 
attain to the reſurreion of the dead, 
Phul. 3.11. | n 

2, That Chriſt taught it,we ts 
and char ir ts for our ekeneb oa 
do alſo affirm, and thar is ſo far as 
he requires it, | 

3. I dohope, you doalfo know; 
that ſo far as Chriſt hathtaughrus, 
we ought to be obedient ro him: thar 
which: he taught which was No- 
tional , we ought to bclicve ; that 
which he taught, which was praQii- 
cal , we ought toobey. Now condi- 
der, laying on of hands is a praQical 
Do&trinezas is manifeſt by rhe _ 
' ſtles aftings and the Saints. obe- 
dience, Afs 8. 17, Aas 19.6. Now 
let the oppoſers of this truth of 
Chriſt ſhew, where ever laying or 

WM 
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FLES 
of hands was taught byChriſt;as tho 


reſurretion and-eternaliFudgment, 
only to be believed, and thenthey 
will ſay and.do;fomhing to. their 
©; J1y 4 oh \ > 'y | | | 
ay” rg Bur ſay {ome,Jn He; 6. 15 
the'Apoſtle calls it a Do#rirey but not 
a praiſe ; and ſo by this would make 
yoyd this way of God. | ;:.T 
A,ſm., This: objetion' was an- 
{wered by Doctor Chamberlain in his 
diſpute with Captain K:ffmz, as you 
may'{ce-in the 10% page of hij book, 
where ſaith .Do&or  Chamberlarn , 
5x Recauſe the Apoſtle calls it. a Do- 
»rine, therefore ſo far frombeing 
z5nor practifed, : that it ought the 
2» farher ro be practiſed;; for with- 
;50ur practiſing no learning. 
i: Again, ſaich, he, you wrelt this 
Set iprure, whereas the expreſs pur- 


29poſe of the Holy::Spirir is , To 


»y<&dch Dodrines, that ſabelievers 
l»mighr do.whar is raught2 For the 
4 proof of which, be cites: \34at; 28. 


19 33 20, 


(#7 GP 
520,) MDOy, 2 19%47'Fbh. 'T3:7 Fi 
Jand/15114," Fin. 22415 35/241255 
3 yeraithvhe, youwreft fro the di- 
yreft icontrary ;' and youſay theres 
F tore je'ts called a'Doctiine , thier 
» mighrefforbe prattiſed; fot indeed 
»ſo-muhQuch' an wbjtion- Goth: 


> BueMOPHry inHis baok'of Attic 
madverſions-cin anfwertto 'Do&or 
Chandortgiy, : pat." 145" *He dothr 
therein"icofceive 'thatwhich'is tftle; 
ſahetbrh{ſuppoſe thatwherein heis 
miftakerirandthatisxOthink,and (or 
ro: yrivegthat "Dodtor Chamberltize 
mamdedt' Mr *Kiffes( wicſtiris ofthe 
Scripta ivevo thine where-- 
a3 inde weOrkay plamnly ſee inhis: 
book jwhdC"in this Eavewrittanbf 
his words, that he rvifded?hirifot- 
wreftimpWal £9 whith wigthe, 
oronne Gftois objetttorr ththere- 
foto WO tiks'notied , that ehs/ 
Scriprates 4bove meh RG do ſuf? 


21% tHOLCNt- 
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ficiently prove = Door Cham- 
berlain brought them for , which 
ad wy rs I, wW w Wre- 

n from t 
7k of the Spirit of God 
ood Mr Ferries words you ma 
ſce, are theſe : ſaith Mr Perry, »» 
»» conceive that every Dodtrine of 
933 Pm = bach commandel 
»taDdct r 4s poles, 

»» hls Diſciples were commanded eo 
»z Obſerve and praiſe, qught to be 
» praiſed: burifthis appear not in 
» this particular thing in any of 

x thoſe Scri 5 wherein hath Mr 
» Kiffin wreſied them > I know not :: 
29 bur ( ar ge he) in the _— 
>» L. .ſ\uppoſt own them » M 
>» : wha m—_ Spirit of God means in 
hem, according to what light he 


th received. 
To the later part of theſe words, 
I an(wer thus much, Who knows not 
what Mr Perry ſaith of Mr Xiffin, to 
be-rrue, and © indecd of all men,un- 


leſs 


3253 


= .. 
leſs they walk contrary to their 


light 7 
pit from the former part of his 
diſcourſe , we may obſerve two 


t S: 
1, His miſtake, as you have al- 
ready heard, &c, | 
2. His granting what we contend 
for, viz. that every Dodrine, of 
Chrift which he commands to be 
light by his Apoſtles, and bis Diſ- 
_ es ww ys my to vt 
an NC, OUgNT tO praQif : 
this & ac We & afirin ; and thete- 
fore do contend for 'this truth oc 
Do@rine of Chriſt with him and 
orhers that do oppoſe it : For dfd 
Chtiſt reach ir ,as you have heard ; 
and did the Apoſtles regch ir; as yott 
ſhall-hear in the next reaſon fot the 
proof of this truth ; and did Bapti- 
zed belicvets, as fuch; obſerve and 
praftiſe irs as Has 8. 17. As 19:6. 
and ſhall nor believers now praRtiſe 
it2-Shall nor they rread in thc _ 
eP3 


e ns Chr 1, be tol- 
EPs hr EO, who avis vl 
bim2 Shall, THERnDIDS warkang of 
Saran. prevail alwayes, (as he hath 
_ for a long time, to the pervets 

C0820 and. deſtroy mg the HRS: a 

) andas hedathto thisda 
19.the Mean them 2-1 { ſhall 
5 alwayce prevail > God . orbid: 
let Godbe truts, but ruery man Bier) 
forcpheh was. miles. of oX{0s a /wAS 
wy Ak tes ; bot ye tiypogh 
3. and comfart of th the 8 tres 


we-gherc 0K Sen will 2-aHaL 
by ſhall 90s WCB Pero. ting agcepe 
W tus /appoipemeneh 
wg <QPtragy,apill dfraveru$ 
tl dk tha -licrle 7 bis 
ſe 6,450 DDFun 

D =: RFEcapu 
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fo: the2Apoſtles taught it, read He. 
. 12, compared. with Chapter '6. 
1,2. in"the firſk Chapter 12 ver; 
faich the Apoſile ; Whereas for the 
tihme you' ought to'be'T, racheys » you have 
need 'to!bt' taught agatn. which arvthe 
PRE prontyples f the oracles of God, 8c. 
rebyrtheſe words you have nredts 
- locate, 1s inly y imply lyed, 
- TATE t this principley 
; thaeithis ek poſtles did reach 
hikes 18 ab —_— in that they» 
laid 'rhe:foundation of this Church 
of rhe} ——_— ;. who were thoſe 
$; en ot in Afis 2.42, who 
ay en tO Continue inthe A 
ſtles Daehrine : and as they taught ala 
it waSa'way of God, wherein-they 
did adminiſter unto his people, and 
unto which they were obedient Flee 
As8. and AAs 19. | 
ObjeR. Bur now ſome will ay; In 
Afts 2, 'is\ not mentioned Ifying'on 
of hands ; therefore belzevers there 
were got under it, '(11,”0 
= Arſw, 
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Azſw. Two which I anſwer, as 
laying on of hands is not in ſomany 
words there laid down, no more 
there is nor the reſurretion from 
the dead, and eternal Judgement in 
ſo many words expreſſed; doth that 
therefore prove they were not taught 
them > Surely, the Apoſtles would 
not have baptized them , but upon 
that profeſſion , that their bodies 
ſhould be raiſed, as well as Chriſt 
dyed for them, Againgo ſay thatthe 

poſtles did not there preach lay- 
ing on of hands, in As 2. proves 


no more, Or 15 to no more par_nns 5 
then to ſay thar = did not 


| preach Baptiſme to the Emunuch, 


when we read of not one word he 
ſpake of it, although he Baptized 
him, as you may ſce As 8. 35. But 
now that the _ who did believe, 
aying on of hands , re- 
ſurrection, and eternal Judgment, is 
plainly manifeſt, from Heb, 5. 12, 
compared with Heb, 6, 1, 2, where 
| as 


4s | rye 
as yon have heard, heminds them of 
it, as one of tho? firſt lefſons they 
had learned , and as # principle of 
. the foundation, .or beginning-word 
of Chriſt committed rothemn, * 
2.' \Confider what 1s writrEn-c he 

(to wit, thoſe chart were BapHak 
and added to theChurch,who gialy 
received the word, ) continued 11th 

Apoſtles Dofrrine ,1ce Aﬀs 2.42, Now 
this they could nor' do, if they, had. 
inor been taught layihg on of hands 
which was a principle thereof, part 
of what + Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
taught them , as you have already 
heard, or may ſee in the Reaſons 
given; unleſs we deny their wayes 
to be the ſame in every Ghurch, 
I Cor, 4.17. Again contider , how 
can it be thought with honour to 
God and hits truth, that a man'can 
be ſaid to continue in the Dorine 
of the Apoſtles or word of Chriſt, 
when they were not in the practifeot 
it? for ſay th? Objectors, There is no 
494005 D men- 


mention made of laying on of 
hands , no more ſay 1 there is nor 
of the reſurrection and eternal Judg- 
ment, and yet both preached and re- 
ceived by them. 

3. Conſider, they are here ſaid 
to be added to the Church , as well 
as.they received the word, and were 
Bireited. 

ObjeF. But now ſome may and do 
ſay, By this you make laying on of 
hands to be an Ordinance, whereby 
thoſe that did believe and were Bap- 
tized, were added to the Church. 

Anſw. To which I anſwer , Yes, 
and that becauſe laying on of hands 
was next adminiſtred after Bap- 
tiſme, and that in order tothe pla- 
cing of rhe Soul in the houſe of God; 
ir being part of irs foundation, the 
beginning-Word of Chriſt ; and in 
this order, was both preached and 
practiſed by the Apoſtles, This like- 
wiſe we may conjider, that the end 
of this Ordinance is promiſed, and 


applyed 
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applycd to rhoſe . - 256 ized, 
F-—- 8 38, oe lence prin Q- 
ſtle, Aud you ſhall recerye. the feof 
Holy Spir;t;for the prom e'# to you; Yea, 
ſaich he, to as many as the Lord our 
God ſhall call; that is, th6 promiſed 
Spirir ſhould be given-according to 
the will of God : and in.che 41 verſ. 
It.is ſaid , They that glad recerved the 
Word were Hulk » «x4 the ſame day 
were added unto them three thouſan; 
' Souls : where we may take notice of 
this order; 1. Tp ladly received 
the Word ; cre Baptized ; 
3. Were added to the Churth. 

From whence we may learn thus 
much , that by Baptiſme they were 
not added becauſe their addirion ro 
te. Church followed after theis 
Baptiſmez for as heir gladſome re» 
cciving of the Word went before 
their Baprime ſo did .their Bap- 
tifme betore their addition ; which 
addition was fomething clſc beſides, 
and more then Paprilin. ; for {0 much 


rhe 
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the Text doth hold forth ;and being 
-added, they continued'in the Apo- 
ſtles Do&rine : and o it is plain; as * 


| _ ©. is part of the foundation, fo it fol- 


lowed Baptiſme, as you may ſee by 
the praQift® thereof , Las 8.17,19, 
'Chapter 6:7. © _ 

\ *3, Reaſon; Becauſe as Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles did reach it:, fo they 
taught it as a principle of the foun- 


i ' dation of the ſervice of God , a 


foundation-principle of that ſervice, 
wherein they were- to live to the 
Glory of God, and upon which they 
were to ſtand to goon to perieQion: 
read Heb.6,1,2. 

- When Moſes was to- build a Ta- 
bernacle unto God, he hada ſtri& 
charge , that he ſhould do every 
thing according to the pattern the 
Lord had given him , Exod, 25. 40. 
and ſo aftexward, when Solomon was 
© build the Temple, .he likewiſe 
was to do it according to' the por 
cern which David had* receive by 
Ns. +. renc 
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- the Spirit; and as is ) aid awhich he 
was made to underſtand , by the 
hand of God upon. him ; the farſt © 
Chron, 28, 11,12, and'!19, © 
Now as Moſes and Solomon were 
not. left. at liberty to follow 'their 
own underſtanding 4 bur were faigh- ' 
full' ro make all chings according to 
the pattern, of Gods will : -So nej- 
ther , were the Apoſtles, bur alfo 
were fauhiul ſtewards of the wall 
and-:commands of. the iLord, Jeſus': 
the firſt of Cor.4.1, which Jeſus the 
Chriſt , likewiſe was a Meſſenger, 
and the: great Prophet of the eternal 
God, whoſe word is Gods will urito 
his people, 48s 7.37, and who asa 


Son , ;eveti' as Moſes @ Servant, was #+ 


faithful over his own houſe, Heb; 
3.2. Pho; was faithful, to him that 
panes him, even as Moſes was faith- 
full in all bis houſe ; Even as Moſes : as 
Moſes was faithful rodg every thing, 
exacly according tothe pattern z 7 
was the. Lord. Jeſus Chriſt faith- 
D 3 full 
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full unto-him, who did appoint 
him. | 24. 4 : 
And (ur ly this conſidered, we 
ee 


may eaſily ſee, rhere is not leſs 
exaaneſs and circumſpetion to be 


uſed now in” times of the Goſpel, 
-in-building/a Spiritual houſe unto 
God, then there was under the Law, 


in 'that which was __ * for that 
exanels under the Law- ſerved but 
as an example or ſhadow of Heaven- 


ly things, that is to ſay, Spirittial 


or Goſpel-things; Heb, 8.5. 
Now this being a -foundation- 
principle,it ought to be laid in every 


Church of Chriſt : for it is no way 


conſonant to truth, for 2a man ro 


think ever to make a laſting-build- 


ing, (either in Spirituals or _ 
without a good foundation: for (air 

David, Pſal: 1: 3. If the foundations 
be deſtroyed j what can the righteous do 2 
read- Luke 6. 49. This beinga prin- 
ciple of Gods chuſing , robe Jaid in 
the beginning or foundation of his 
| {ervicc ; 


- 


AW. 7 
ſervice 3 How' deth it concern us, 
andallthoſe who put to their hands 
to cre and conſtitute a Church 
unto Chriſt, todo whatever they do, 
as much as inthem lies, according 
to the pattern given by God; 8&thar 
in building they leave out no part 
| ofhis foundation 2. for a principle 1s 
a main ſupport unto the building, 
eſpecially where God himſelf ayes 
It WASCLaF one 


4. Reaſon, Becauſe laying on of 
hands is an oracle of God, one of 
thoſe commands* that God gave 
unto his Church, read Heb. 5. 12. 
with Heb, 6.1, 2, faith the Apoſtle, 
Yow have need to be taught again, which 
be the firft principles of the oracles of God, 
that is, ofhis ominands, for ſo the 
word oracle doth imply, as you may 
ſee, As 7.38. This t« he that was in 
the Church un the Wilderneſs, with the 
Angel which ſpake to him in the Mount 
Sina1' and with our Fathers who vetei- - 
ved the lively oracles to give unto ws ; 
D 4 that 
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that is , the whole 48 of the Law, 
of Commands of God, declared un- 
to his people bythe mouth of Afoſes, . 
for.cheir obedience : as alſo Rom. 3,1, 
2 wer. bears witne(s unto this,; What 
aduantage then hath the Jew 2 or what 
Profit as there of gingumerfiontmuch every 
Jays becauſe. unto them were commuted 
DO aces of Go Where by Oracls is 
fignjhed the wh Ic Law commitred 
unto them, as in Heb. 5.12, the 
word Oracles,, bcing in the plural 
number , doth, ſignifie the whole 
will of God committed to believers, 
the Docrine of Chriſt : and the be- 


# 
” CY . 


long of the Oracles of Godzis the 


firt part of Chriſt his Doftrine, the 
things which Chriſt firſt revealed 
and preached rothem; as the Apoſtle 
bears witheſs, Heb.6. 1, 8 verſes... 
* Yea, the word Orazle doth, hold 
forth the counſel of God \; which is 
the will. and minde of God unto his 
peoples for their obedience , there» 
fore {aith the Apoſtle, 1 Pet,.4, 1 ; 
| J 


\ 
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If any man, ſpeak , let him (peak as au 
Oracle of God; that 15 ya5the will and 
-minde of God for fquls obcdience:: 
the Apoſtle Paul tells the Epheſians, 
ARs 20, 20 verl, that he kept back .no- 
thing,that was profitable unto them ; and 
in the 27 verſ. that he had declared 
unto them the whole Counſel of God: a 
part whereof was . laying on. of | 
bands ,, it being that he taught and 
practiſed among them , as. Aﬀs 
I9.6. 6 wa; 1h 
Objea, But now to, turn aſide this 
truth, ſaich Mr Collzer in his book of 
Right Conſticution,.in the 76 page, 
Oracles do notalwayes imply com- 
mands : though..all, commands are 
Oracles.z yet all Oracles are: ngt 
commands. . ri ch10e! 12591 6, 
Azxſwer.. Two which, I anſwer, 
that though all commands are Ora- 
cles, ayd all, Ogacles are not com- 
nancy 3 yer whas 1s Bs me the 
purpoſe 2 'dath this prove that layin 
ON - hands is not one of thoſe _ 
cles, 


Lo 
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cles, that are the commands of the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift : for was it nor 
reckoned with, and ſo left upon re- 
cord, as that which Chriſt did teach 
| with repentancesfaith, and Bapriſm, 
+ reſurrection and eternal Judgment, 
\Þ as the foundation of the ſervice of 
God to every believing Soul, Heb. 6. 
1,2, was it not that which the Apo- 
ſtles taught, that unto which Bap- 
tized believers as ſuch were obe- 
| dicntzas A8,8.17.8 19.6.this conſi- 
My derced,were cxcule to anſwer this ob- 
jection, 

But ſurely the weakneſs of this ob- 
je&tion is diſcovered, if we conſider 
Mr Collters reaſoning , in the 78 page 
of his book: ſaith he,, The word truly 
,, read both in Heb.5. 12, and 6, 1. 
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; 2315 not the prixciples ; but the begry- 
(h 23 ing of the Oracles of God, and the 
| _, word of the begining of Chriſt; 
a 3 and fo cites the Greek words , to 
[*, »» hold forth not princjples of the 


»» dorine,but beginning of the word, 
,z the 
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,» theſame, as in We John 1. Inthe 
3» begining was the word, &c. 

\ To which1anſwer, that it is eaſi- 
ly diſcovered, and I thinkupon ſe- 
cond conſideration himfelt will 
vrant, thar the word ſignifies prer- 
ciples as well as beginings;although I 
do grant that in other places it may 
ſo f1gnific;and in this Jack, to be ſo 
rendred) may not be altogether im- 
proper; Yet I muſt telllum, andT 
would: have others minde tt, that as 
he ſaith, if the words be truly read, 
they do'ſo ſignifi; fol ſay, If the 
words have their proper ſence given 
to them, they do hold forth princi- 
ples of che Do&rine of Chriſt. For 
I pray you, what i5 the beginning of 
the | words' of Chriſt, when it is 
minded as'the foundation, bur prin- 
ciples of his Doarine > for they arc 
ſuch things as make a ſure foundati- 
on for the Saints ro build upon : and 
ſo we may obſerve that thelt princi- 
ples put together, are the foundation 
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of the ſervice of ein, and that 
theſe principles. here, minded, are 
ſuch things as are not Pom 
bur laſting , and. according;;tt the 
minde an will ChriR, w bacon! 
tinued in by: the. Saints, ſo Jong: as 
they continue. in this World.;. 

But ſaith: he further in that lace 
, ofhis book: There are many things 
»,thax are, Doarines and 'Oragles 
>» for us, tojbchieve ,;bur notto,pra- 

»» tiſc 3nd fo inftariceth; the Apo- 
v4 »Mo waiting at Jeruſalem, till the 
pirir-came . upon [them 3 their 
$55 With, Tongues, | 
ck: raifing the Jead, 2 theſe | 
he are. oaringy of the 
begining ole ying of che foun- 


" » dationato Meſs ut. not pra- 
e (a 
T9 Woes Fþ 


35 Rilſed me POWer,, 
{Ham o firſt, for hea- 

ling the ſick, raiſing the dead, four 

ing wie, TONS zmmediagel F; v ; a 

cannot do, unleſs weare 

of the ſame | power : Ns r onghe 


(45). 
we now to go and wait at Jeruſaley 
by vertue of that command the 
Apoſtles had : although thus much 
I may mihde, that as the Apoftles 
waited ar Jeruſalers for the promiſe 
of the Father ; ſo ought every belie- 
ving Soul to wait in Z0z, in the 
wayes 'of God, till he be fitted for 
the work'of God, before he g0 forth 
therein, as too many do this day. 
2.”,, Sith he, 'they are all Dos» 
, Arines of the beginning andlay- 
, ing the foundarian. © n 
But now ſay I, Vhere are they laid 
| down”, as laying on of hands ts, Heb. 
| 5.2. part of the foundation > fer 
their waiting at FJeraſalem, their 
ſpeaking with Tongues, healing the 
ick, railing the dead, &c. wavne- 
ver laid down the foundation } or 
principles of the toundarion, or be- 
ginning-Word of Chriſt; bur laying 
on of hands was part of thie founda- 
tion; which was confirmed ro be the 
Word of Chrift: with ſignes; mira- 
| 5. cles, 


(46) 
cles, and gifts of Holy Spirit; as the 
ſpeaking with Tongues, healing the 
ick, raifing the dead, and the like, 

3. Ianſwer, thatthis is but cun- 
ning reaſoning, to ſubvert the truth ; 
for as to the Apoſtles waiting at Je- 
ruſalem , did not Chriſt command 
them ſo to do? and does not our con- 
ſciences tell us, that hes Conner 
was temporary, ended with the do- 
ing of the dury there required; & isof 
no more weight in this caſe, then as 
if he had inftanced that Chriſt com- 
manded one of his Diſciples vo fetch 
' an aſs upon which hed1id ride unto 

Jeruſalem 2 
And for ſpeaking with Tongues, 
healing the fick, and raiſing the 
dead , they were particular gifts, 
not chat which is applyed to every 
one ; to the performance thereof , as 
we {ce laying on of hands was ap- 
plyed, 1. To the Jews, Heb.5.12. 
2, To the Samaritass, Atts 8, 17. 
3. To the Epheſians, Acts 19.6, 409 
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ſo it was minded to the Hebrews , as 


well as repentance, faith,Bapriſmes, 
ReſurreQion,and erernal Judgment, 
as that which they oughe to conſider 
of, according to cheir profeſſion of 
Chriſt therein; that was, to wait 
upon God for his Spirit to teach 
them, and to aſſiſt them in their 
Holy profcſhon : without the aſſi- 
ſtance of which Spirit,they were nor 
able co live, unto God. I ſay, this 
Ordinance of Chrift, it ought to 

fon of 
Chriſt thercin, an influence upon, 
and through their whole lives ; even 
as its fellow-principle Baptiſme, as 
you may ſce Rom.6.3,4,596. 

5. Reaſon. Becauſe there was go 
Church of Chriſt without this Or- 
dinance or way of Chriſt , and thar 
as a principle in the foundation of 
his fervice ; the foundation, even the 
Doctrine of Chriſt and of the Apo- 
{tles, upon which they did ſtand, as 
birſt the Hebrews , whe were the firſt 
Church 


(48) 
Church of. Chriſt under the Goſpel, 
whoſe pattern we ought to follow : 
this was that:they received, Heb.6,2, 
and that when they were babes, Heb. 
5; 12, which-firſt pattern muſt be 
followed-whether we will or no,God 
will have it ſo; for he is bringing 
forth his truth in righteouſneſs , ac- 
cording to that prophecic, Ezek, 43. 
IO, II, 12. 

.'/2, The Samaritazs, who were the 
ſecond Church of Chriſt we read 
of ; this way they went, and that 
next after Baptiſme, A#s 8.17, 

3. The Church at Epheſu were 
ſer up on this foundation-principle, 
As 19.6. this was part of the coun- 
ſel of God committed unto them by 
the Apoſtle Paul, Atts 20.27, 

' 4. A fourth. witheſs 'unto this 
truth ,. and that 1s the Church at 
Deyxbe and Lyſtra , of whom Paul laid 
zhe foundation, as Af514.6, and of 
whom T:mothy was a member, Afs 


16, 1,2, upon whom Paul laid his 
LY hands, 


ws "7 
hands\''s Tim./z; alight -e, (airh 
che Apoſtle ; a5 ifhe ſhould ſay, Set> 
ing chou. haſt rhar ' excellent grace 
and gift of fairh, (which he ſpeaks of | 
in the 5 verſe, 7 put thee in Rement> 
_ or A; wm _ that 

w ſit up the pift 'of God which is in 
thee, Ae Rat my hands”, 'or 
which God gave thee, throughthe 
layingon of my hands: from whence 
irs plain, thar in this way Tomorhy 
wairebupon God, which was not-in 
yain ;unto. him $5 andafterwards'be- 
ing approved of,was ordained rorthe 
work of rhe Miniſtry, by che laying 
on:of hands of rhe Company.of the 
Eldetſhip, as the firſt of Tim. 4.14. 
dothimanifeſt, . . 12D7t. 
- And: ſo 1 do conclude, as: theſe- 
were','[o were all pther Churches; 
and tharfor theſe rwo Reaſons; 

I, Becauſe their-wayes were the 
ſame inevery Church; 1 Cor, 4117; 
- 2.i1Beeauſe they had a form'of 

rinecodeliver tothem , accor- 
E ding 
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asdtis lad, 'uown,in Heb; 6:2.,2 
h& « Apoblo rung to the Romans, 
inthe: 6:'Chapter 17 %v7ſ.:{aithhe, 
Þos:bave obryed from theheartithe form 
afrRefrime,, Now what wavabats 
dit .vepentance:. from dead works, 
and faith towards God 5.0.) even 
all chac A $AWOUT raughir zevena 


2 :Objee. Dice choay!] ſome» may: fay, 
Weread of: np: more:theri gtrghofe 
laces admbiiſercd , andtherefore 
gr not. 'Thes pradiiſo-nofnall 


Sh Eresgm 76 which I anfwe to 'Ehis 
yno0:more thinahis 

Lange 7ry ton.z: which 15.-Thddoiby! 

In Tndependee ſo called, a p=- 
tele ;- becauboriabey fin et rat Ad- 

muntred in Hig therefore all.werey 
not under the practiſe cherent{; bur: 

this; ts-fadſe z; Mt the:Qbj&tivn 

1s untrue : forth wayes obthe:Apo+: 
ſtles weie the fame in cvery Church, 
and the Dodrinc one'thar:was' — 
Vere 


($2 
vered roi them: fk 0d what-/obs 
jections. ahay bo inade &| this 
cruh,/ cheſamgy as-is pllinly mani 
feſted (4A! rhe" diſcourſe - berydet? 
Dodtor Chanblylair', aid: Odptaitt 
Kiffn,y-miby be made apain/t'Baps 
tiſme, burcker,' — rak@ngtice 


io how: many! [te446f 
the rn"; of Bead, ” h = 
n':\b alt» Ce che” Md 
gntmenwren ets br og 48 
Juidea 5) Tyods 3 hr3H974 To the layini 
cant handslinghe' Simian 


and;Ephafs 3:y0a 4# Tourthiwitneſs* 
ner unto this track 4-Wwhich:was' 
Paals layihg 'on hid:hkafds upon 944 
Late ye Miele D_ | 
I: ſays purſgiis may as! wel ca 
a other hit aid is 
agairiſt: this)» /Bucthiwelknow, It 
themouth\ofiywp or ieewiencfſes.” 

every VYord of Chriſt@adbe cfin-" 
bliſhed ; therefore let us beware le# * 
WE; 25 as, Kick aguinſt his. 
rms ofGdriſicand as many doand 


E 2 have 
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have done: againſt Baptiſme. 

6. Reaſon; Becauſe it ts rhat:which 
is milk for Babes, beginning-Word 
of Chriſt, read Heb.:$: 12, 13. Tou 
gre: ( faith-the Apoſtle) ſurh as have 
need: of milk, and-not of firong meat. 
Now confider,was it for Babes then, 
and 1s it onely for ſtrong men, now > 
as. many-perſons ,. who deriy itto be- 
lievers as beljevers , yet al ewm ic 
for ſcrring perſons apartcor office : 
Owhat deceit 15 wrapped - amet this! 
Buri ſurely Ys thts was Þr Ba 
the, Hebrews: learnt it in; that wy 
tion: and this $& certain y that which 
was ;: for; 'Babesitheh :, is: for Babes 
now; andi thatiyhichiwas for trong 
men then, is for. ſtrong. men pow ;: 
for ſo the Apoſtle reaſoneth, Heb; 
14, Strong meat belongetb- wnto'ftrong. 
mex'z who, by reuſon of. uſe have their 
ſe _ extenaſedls to diſcern both Lood and 
EU 
Obje. But now ſome objedt, that 
laying on of hands, Heb, 6,2, ay 


has 


WR: : 5 
be meant to heal dkas, accordin 
to theſe Scriptures, Mark 16, w; 
and As 28.'8. or alfe for ſerting 

rfons apart for' office, according 
to A8s'6.6, or As 13.3, ' 

Arſw, To whichlI arifwer , that ic 
cannot be fo meant,for this reaſon : 

Becauſe in' none of rhoſe Scrip- 
tures , laying on of hands is laid 
down as a foundartioti-principle, 
we ſec here, in Heb. 6.2, laying on 
of hands is ſo laid down, 
* * For - conſider , thoſe Scriptures, 
Mark 16:18, and As 28. 8. do 
hold' forth no ſuch thing as a foug- 
darion-priaciple ; but rhat particular 
men may receive ſuch a particular 
gifrof God, as to heal the ſick , ac- 
cording as Chriſt promiſed, Mark 
16.18, and Paal received, As 28.8. 
as alſo Philip, Ads 8. and many 
others , as many in the Church of 
Corinth ; which 15 no morea founda- 
tion-prificiple, neither in the pra- 
Aiſle, mill the Babes,' then laying _ 

IM B 3 '® 


| (:54) | 
pfhands, (which ſome make menti- 
"on of, ) .in Lake 21 LH.) 


So likewiſe, thoſe Scriptures, Afs 


"6 .6, and I 2 hold forth no more 


a foun ation-grinciple then, the for- 
mer 3 and that. : , : 


77 £74 152 RIES F--4 [ 1. 
_. Becauſe, ying-on of hands here, 


was upan particular meny who were 
ſcraparr for particular offices , and 
that for .the gopd of the Churchof 
ag ; this MUIR es bur 
rong men z. the Apoſtle reckqns 
rag Fremy” webuye Heb. 5. + 
but theſe were ſtrong men; , who 
were fit to be imployed inthe work 
gi the Miniſtry, ſuchas the Apoſtle 
{ eaks of, 1n Heb, 5. 14. Who: by rea- 
rj of uſe, baxl their ſences exexciſed to 
al cern th goed ad evil. Such who 
were gone beygnd thoſe ſpoken of, 
in, the 12. and i113. Veyſ, being ina 
capacity af teaching others ;, t 


! © 
OY Ying. 08 of. bands inthe fore- 
NEntLoned SCTIPFULES + QpAn PRECIOUS 
for healing, or for fewng perſons 


apart 


(51) | 
apart for; office $i Cannot wot 
meant, in Heh.6.2, as the foungdatiy 
on or 'beginning-principle, bog is 
eulk fontabes, Heb.s, IL... 

\ Andrherefore, I do cohchude wat 
lay ing on of hands-wpon believer 
xe. cm 1s: the (ndarion-pri kite 

ciple ,i the begi ming; Vor 
pes that w gQNcerns. every 
believing ſoul, whithiis fooda@ if 
and/:notriſhmenrt'1wol it; - which 
that edueghey 2ble of ; bue agt of 
' the fofinerythey ng not in thelike 
capacity. « f! 1,90) 
Therefore my Dracknenjes we find 
it woieeen, ' we ſhouldinot take:awky 
the Childrens Breadziand give itylr 
to Dogs z ſo let 18. ndv/rake ans 

their milk,but feed them with. it 

Tai Reaſon. Becanſc iris pattofthe 

' Word: of: the Lord 4':chat was con+ 
hrmed unto us:that it\was the Word 
of @hrifty hath betn ;plainly- mani 
tefted;ir beingthar whithlc ranglt, 
his ot Heb. 6.1. Alſoyoh 
'B & may 
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God, the teaching of Chriſt z but 


C6) | 
7 fee the firſt reaſon for the proof 
ONS, on. L3H 
+:Now that it was confirmed to us; 
read Mark 16,20, Andthey went forth 
#nd Preached everywhere , the Lord 
witkhing with them, and confirmed the 
Word with fanes following. | 

', Now whereas ſome gbje&, that 
laying on of hands was for the con- 
firmation of the Goſpel ; they may 
fiow by what hath ſaid , plain- 
ly fee that it was part of the Word 
of 'the Lord; or ſaying of:Chriſt 
even hs tcaching unto which belic- 
vers as ſuch were obedient, one part 
of '/ his Nodrine z which . therefore 
was' (as the reſt ) confirmed with 
ſignes,miracles,and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. " 7 


2.: But for cartlies anſwer to this ob- 


je&tion, we may canſider,that which 
confirmed theVVord,and the Word, 
were different : laying on bfhands 

as you have heard, was the Word of 


ſignes 


(57 : 
ſignes,miracles,and gifs of che Holy 
bo cage were the confirmation there- 
of , Mark 16, 20, they appeared, 
whereby this word and way of God 
was and is confirmed unto us tobe 
wy ſtedfaſt vos ef GRRR: Mira- 
cles are no foundation-princi 
=_ are'nor any Pare Ward 
of the beginning of Chriſt; bur thoſe, 
— by which the Word of God 
was 8 is confirmed unto us,to be the 
ſtedfaft Word of Chriſt ; the negle&t 
_ of any part thereof , God will pu- 
niſh : for ſaith the Apoſtle, Heb. 2.2, 
3. If the word ſpoken by Angels, were 
fledfait,and every mage” 4; [ſ10n and d(- 
obedtente deſerved 4 juſt recompence of 
reward : how ſhall we eſcape if we negle# 
ſo great ſalvation, which at the firſt began 
to be ſpoken by the Lord , and wi con- 
firmed unto us by them that heard bum ? 
Therefore my Brethren, as the ſame 
Apoſile faith, Heb.12.25. ſomyer- 
hortration is unto you ; Sre that "ou 
refuſe ng; 'him that ſpeaketh : for if they 
| eſcaped 


4-58) 

fſerped #ots- who refuſed bim that ſpake 
9jpeartbomuch mare ſhall rh wereſcapetf 
#6 turn away from:him; that ſpeaketh 
fray Heaven, Now truth being de- 
clared,the Lord requires obedience ; 
and} ghercfore it lies as Ganonee 
eyexy believing; Soul, ro.configer ils | 
wayes;.and, with the good-man Da- 
' 4144, to turn; his feet imo the wayes 
of God , Fful..119. 59, and tofer 
Aboulders, to the work; ofthe Loxd, 
chat _the breaches in $07 may -be 
again repaired , and the \pathy there- 
in, may be again reſtored (accor- 
ding to the Word of the Lord , ſas. 
.58..12,verſ. 61. 4. verſ,) and-info 
doing, we ſhall be partakers of thoſe 
Promiſes, which are annexed as the 
reward of ſuch ſervice,  \.'\ ti + 

.:1n- the next place, I ſhall proceed 
te.anſwer ſome objections. which 
many perſons make furcher againſt 
this, aruth,: and:then ſhalllay down 
ſomelncouragements unzo perſons to 
the performance of this duty; agd jn 


WSQm.”, the 


'(:59) 

the Jaſt;place. ſhall. Layiddwn ſame 
grounds at our withdrewing-from 
thoſe, my. not>Chr it - iv his 
Ordinance, an{wering fome abjecti- 
ONS. him 1 won g's fl \\.o4 eto} 
. : Obje8:, The firſt: and greateſt of 
* them, is this : That we have no.com- 
mand-for the laying 'onof hands. : 

'Arſ#', Now that we have a com 
mand, appears ,. Firft, rom Chrifts 
teaching -of ir 3; there 1s. a. poſitive 
.Comfinand for whar he'taught, as 
part ob his ſervice_we' are 1njoyned 
tO beobedient unto; bur Chritt did 
teach this as a parr ofhis ſervice; 
yeaz:4s& principal part thereof, not 
onely relaring tothe building, but to 
the": foundation of 'the building, 
which is of more weight , as Hes. 
6. TI, 24. YOU | 

Now-.that this. we arc comman« 
ded to obſerve ; 'fee how full thar 
$cripruxe comes /upon us, Ats 3423; 
A Prophet» ſhall the Lord your Godraiſe 
#p unto you', of your \Brethren tobe anto 


rl} me 3 


4 oa Wi thyngs what- 
— wnto you; yea, this 
_ with 2 curſe, 
command & fled" And it ſhal 
come 4 ey pps w7 Pg 
not Pear Pro 5 8 a | 
from amongſt the 
2. A-ſwer. VNe Bl ack 
| and that alſo from 'the Apoſtles 
_ and practiſe of it ; that they 
it, and: pradtiſe it , you 
own already ' heard in the:ſecond 
Is Reaſon. Nowastheydidtcach'ir, 
 - andpradiiſe ir, {cehow poſitive the 
$. command lies upon us, Phil, 4. 9. 
mw things which you have both learned 
received, and heayd, andſeen inme, 
do, and the Godof love and peace ſhall 
be with you : alſo minde, 2 Thif.2, 15. 
Therefore Brethren fland faſt, ani bold 
the Traditions which you have ' been 
taught, whether by Word or our Epiſtle, 
Nowbeloved, this was one of thoſe 
things , or of thoſe traditions: the 
Apoſtles. -had- . delivered. to the 
-- Churches ; ; 


a 
Churches ; yea, oneof thoſe things 
they had both heard, learned,and re- 
ceived; and ſeen in Paul, which the 
Apoſtle commands them to do, to be 
exerciſed in;'to hold faſt : and this is 
Paals.exhortation unto Timothy zand 
that by way of command,2 75m.2 2, 


The things thou haſt heard of me nog | 
many waxeſſes , the ſame commit thou 
anto faxthful me; 5" that ' they may be able 
to teach "others alſo. Now this was 
one thing that Termothyhad heard and 
learned of Paul, and that which he-- 
received from him, as is plainly mags" 

nifeſtin'the 5 Reaſon. - le PM 
_ - Objei Bur now whereas ſore 


ns | 1.004} DIDVOL 

- Heſs," T anſwer; that it was notth'/ 
office ,//bur for” the teceivitig of the * 
wr Spirit z which promifed 
piri& i:God did ' fo - pour 'forth' 
upon Timothy z that he was made ac- 
j <qding tothe Prophecies that went 
before 


(62) 
before of fiva:; a good Souldier a 
Chriſt ,-onehirto war ip his Ki 
dome ,z,. £0, be. exerciſed dhetnak 
of. the, Laord:,:;the miniſterial ofhge.: 
therefore ſaith the Apaſtle 1X Tomy 
1,.18.'This CO 1romma 490 thee, 
few | ating cardi.g to the Rebphe = 

ofare earns » thatihar = 
the 678 os god worſare,.. This 
charge,to nw wes youthalkfinde:inm 
the 3 werſ.. to be this,tharibe ſhould: 
charge ſonnt; theyfhould preach aa atber? 
Daſryner and whexeas'\be clap! 

tq the Prophefertbat went befare 


7 wad? hat ths boohew bit / mired 

PORT cory = nt eb yon 
that.\Gyaq:;:# 

ſomtaþh wa 


1s people ;:wherabnkd deft 
covered T: IG to be one whoaglit; 


wie 49:$hcwartk of tha nu- 
gb ho er == 


F Fog 
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So' that; when; 2 laid:has hanzls 
upon him, he receivedithe-Holy'S plz 
rits and:thatitnr ſuch manner 4 that 
he was fitted abundantly for: the 
work of the. Lord'z which when this 

wasmanitefted.;. -andhehadbyrh> 

perple of God;or Churchof Chriſt, 

2.callthereunto 5 he was: —— 

ingon.of hands:ofrhe E 
Presbytery , ſet: aperr: Cereheivord 

of:qbe > Miniſtry , abipdl: per 

I Tim,4.14., 

- So thatitas int: ine dvr 
by. che :Impotttion of Pauls hate 
Timothy: received) the Spirit in = 
1 gifts thorenfy12 T@n,1;65 

And Þy-the 'umpoſirion-"of the 
hands of the Elderfliip,i he wasf&c 
parated tothe work of che a 
according to. rhe. .Propheles >that 
went edfbim, 17 w.4cl4. 

3a We havea wembbary or Hare 
from che Commitſhon theLord Je-. 
ſusgavehs Diſciples, Afut.28. 20,7 
"_ eas ing ther, coins aboſe tharbes: 


lieve, 


"(64)). ; 
lieve , -atd- arc Baptiſedy')” to obſexve 
alt things whiaſvever I have commanaled 
you... From WNENCe this' truth ap- 
pears,  / 

-(Thas.if Chriſt did command the 
Apoſtles. to-:lay on hands , they 
wee: tÞ teach thoſe: whom they 
ſhould Baptize; to ſubmit thereunto, 
as the words do plainly manifeſt, 
Ti 'them to obſexue;! . (1. ie. 

.Byr/Chriſt-did commanc Apo- 
iles tolay on hands. v4 

-:For  what:they' did 1 ing ſervice 
of Chriſt 9s Th) ch;was 
by. the command or: —_ of 
che Lord Jeſus; and ſay 
ehity, 1: Cor..4, I, Let aman'fo acconnt 
of ws 5 as | 003 of Chriſt, and 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God:and in 
the 24 Chap.v.37. Tf any mas think 
himſelf to be a Tx et or Sprwitual ; let. 
ttm acknowledge the things I write unto 
you 5 are Commandments of \the Lord: . 
this was the account they gave of / 


their Aa And it 150 m— 
C5 


(55 
ble, I never knew *& oppoſer yet 
of this truth of Chriſt , that durſt 
afirm the Apoſtles had no com- 
mand for laying on of hands. 

So- that I fay , if they had a 
command for laying on of hands, 
the Obſervation thereof was taught 
by them , and is that which God by 
vertue of his Commiſſion given doth 
require of us; for ſaith Chriſt, 
Teaching them , that is, thoſe that are 
Baptized, to obſerve all things , whatſt= 
ever I have Commanded you. 

ObjeF. Burt now ſome will ſay, 
Laying on of hands is not there ex- 
preſlt 5 

Anſw, I anſwer," Though it be not 
expreſſed , itis plainly implyed ; for 
wharſoever the Apoſtles did teach 
and practiſe , was by vertue of their 
Commiſſion received from Chriſt. 

. But this they did teachzHeb.s5.1 2. 
and alſo practiſe, Afs 8.. 17, and 
19.6, and therefore it was by verrue 
of their Commiſſion, received from 

F - Chriſt: 


(66). 
Chriſt : And their a manner of 
teaching and practiſing , diſcovers it 
to be the mind and Command of 
God unto believers, as ſuch. 

I, Becauſe they taught it, asa 
firſt principle, or beginning-Word 
of Chriſt unto'young believers; and 
therefare it's reckoned up milk for 
Babes, Heb.6.1.& 5.12. 

2, Becauſe they taught it, as a 
principle of the foundation of the 
ſervice of Chriſt , and that as repex- 
tance, faith, Baptiſme , Reſurre&ion and 
eternal Judgement, Heb.6.1,2. 

3. Becauſethey taught it, as that 
which Chriſt taught unto them , or 
gave in charge unto them, as he ap- 
pointed: them to be Stewards of the 
myſteries of God;and therefore they 
witneſs it the Dodrine or tcaching 
of Chriſt, Heb.6.1. that which they 
had received from him , even the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

So that from the Commiſſion, 
doth likewiſe appear the force _ 

© 


» (67) 
of this obedience ; whereby thoſe 
chat reſiſt che truth, may be leſt | 
without excuſe. 

ObjeF. But yet ſome will and do 
ſay, The Apoſtles did lay on hands 
by verrue of a parcicular gift which 
God had given them , to give the 
Spirit, | 

Arſw, The Apoſtles did never lay 
on hands by vertue of thoſe particu- 
lar gifts they had received , bur by 
vertue of their miniſterial office: 
tor laying on of hands being an Or= |} 
dinance of Chriſt , a way unto be= | 
lievers, as Baptiſme, or other of his #8 
appointments 3 The Apoſtles did 
never officiate in them by verrue of 
any particular gift , neither any 
other Miniſter of the Goſpel, but by 
vertue of their miniſterial office , as 
they were called of God to admini- 
ſter in thoſe wayes to his peoplezand 
ſodid,leaving the cffe& thereof unto 
"OS Dar fome do toys heh 
Obje8. But iome do fay, 

| F 2 F files 


(68) | 
Mes by layingou of hands ; did give 
the Spirit. . ! 

Aiſw. Firſt,though this be one of 
their greateſt Objections and Blocks 
againſt which they Stumble; Yer 
our greateſt -oppoſers are herein 
divided : for though ſome do affirm, 

- that the Apoſtles had power to give 
_ theSpirit; yet others of them can- 
not ſo believe : and who would think 
men. of ſuch parts and wiſdome as 
they are, ſhould ſo aſtirm; but that 
indeed the carnal minde. of man 
will ever oppoſe the things of 
God? ©; 

'- 2, Ianſwer, andthat poſitively, 
that the Apoſtles by laying on of 
hands , did give the Spirit of God, 
no more in this Ordinance, then Pe- 
ter did in the preaching of theWord, 
Aﬀy10. 44. While he ſpake the word, 
the Holy Sptrit felt on all them.that heard 
1tzand they ſpake with Tongues,and glori- 
fied God. ED | 

VVby ſo it was, that while Peter, 

| | 1 John, 


(69 
Aran rot cxerciſed in:this 
Ordinance,even m6, I of hands, 
God gave his Spirit to his people,” 

' Bur alas; wharis Peter , 7b and 
Payl , bur” Miniſters: by whom they 
believed >) the qne may Plant, and 
theother V Vater, |burti1t's' God thar 
mnt give the increaſe. 1 Cor. 3. 5, 6. 

Andſurely this, what gitts Chriſt 
is pleaſed+ro convey.rhrough Mints 
fters, 1s:1\ot by any } 1—aky thatis.1h 
them, as:is plainly diſcovered from 
+ Newuher was it evet in the Apok 
ſtles-power, ro give the Spirit of pro- 
miſe:untd any man z:atid {6 the Apos 
le plainly declares-unto me , inibis 
anſwer to Simon Magus , who. cer- 
tainly did think, as:tob many dothis 
day, that the Apoſtles had powerao 
give the Spirit; and thercfor& bY 
offered:them mony. for. that: gift or 
powWer':: the ah. ear {cctag 
the corritption of kis ticart,ſairhuns, 
to him ,.Thy' moxy periſh with-thes, 

Bs 3 Lecauſe 


| '7o)) 
becauſe thou i keſt the "gift: rof God 
may be obtained withmony, AQSs 8. 18, 
I99 30, ! © | 

3. Further; take notice, that this 
' power or prerogative of. giving the 
Spiric , the Lord: Jeſus Chriſt al- 
wayes keeps in his own hands, 8 be 
giveth it to whom he pleaſeth ,'as 
you may plainly ſee by theſe Scrip- 
tures, Afs 2. 32,33. Thu Jeſu hath 
God raiſed up wheredf weare al witneſſes; 
therefore being by the right hand of God 
exalted, and having recerued of the'Fa- 
ther the promiſe of the Holy Sptrit, be 
hath: ſhed forth this. which you. now ſee 
4nd heay. Mark this; he hath done it, 
_ this Jeſus , but not the Apo» | 

ES, 

And faith our Saviour, Johz 14. 
16417, I will pray the Father ,, and he 
fhaltg rue you ajather Comforter , Even 
the Spirit of truth + and in the 26 werſ, 
But the Corafanter which «s the Holy 
Spizit', whom the Father will ſeud ix my 
Name : the 15.26. verſ, But when the 

\ c Com- 


(71) 
Comforter #9 come » whom (faith 
Chriſt ) 7mill ſend unto you from the 
Father , Eventhe Spirit of truth, Luke 
II, 13, and AFfs 5.32. faith the 
Apoſtle , we are witneſſes of theſe 
things , and ſo us the Holy Spirit whom 
God hath gruen to them that obey 
him. 

By all which places it is plainly 
manifeſt , that this power or prero- 
ative of giving the Spirit , the Lord 
rm Chriſt and God the Fa- 
ther alwayes keep in their own 
hands, &r.: + 
- 4. Ir: is further, =_ , that it 
' was not in the Agtitles power to 
give the Holy Spityt of promiſe, and 
* that from the adminiitration of the 
Ordinance, A#s8. 15. When Peter 
and John came down to Samaria, they 
prayed for them , that #hey might recerve 

the Holy Spirit. | 
V'Vhich doth diſcover, 1t was not 
in their power to give itz but they 
prayed for them, that ſo indeed 
| F 4 God 
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Fat ©. 4, 
God would give it to them , accor. 
ding to his promiſe, | 

_ Again, as it is manifeſt that this 
power belongs unto the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, he aving received of his 
Father this promiſe of the Holy 
Spirit , and ſo gives it forth upon his 

people : "vt 
So likewiſe we may obſerve, that 
he alſo gives the gifts or operations 
thereof ; or the Spirit of God doth 
work and operate in poor Souls, ac- 
cording to his wiſdom, | 
For as there are members of the 
- body of Chriſt , ſo every member 
hath it's office given him of God 2 
this the Apoſtle plainly diſcovers, 
I Corinth. the 12 Chapter, in the 4. 5, 
6,7, 8,9, 10. ſaith he, There are d;- 
ver ſittes of gifts, but the ſame Spirit; and 
there are differences of adminiſtrations , 
but the ſame Lord; and there are drver (i- 
ties f operations , but it ts the ſame God, 
# which worketh all in all: but the mani- 
Ft feitation of the Spirit 1s gruen to every 
i. one 
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(73) 
one to profit withall; for ta one is gruen | 
the Sprrit. the Word of wiſdome : and (0 
he :goes on making. mention of the 
ifts and operations thereof : and in 
the 18 werſ. thus , declareth ; But 
' row bath Gad ſet the members 1n the body 
as it hath pleaſed him; again ſaith he in 
the'27. and 28, werſ. Now you are the 
body of Christ , and memters in particu- 
lars, and God hath ſet ſome in the 
Church; fir#t , the Apoſtles ; ſecondly, 


N__ &c. 
 Fromall which,as before, we 
minde, that as the Spirit of God is 
iven to every believing obedient 
Soul, and this by the Lord ; ſo every 
ones gift or office likewiſe pro- 
_ ceeds Dx Again, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, Epheſ.4.7. ſpeaking of the 
| Church 5 But unto every one of us 15 
gruen grace , accord ing to the meaſure of 
the gift of Chriſt, Now if any ſhould 
ſay , How would this appear > the 
Apoſtle makes anſwer, werſ. the 8. 


Becauſe be aſcended up on bigh , heled 
Þ 


( ſpeaking 
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(fpeaking of Chriſt ) Capteuit 
captrue, and gaue gifts unto men: an 
werſ.. the x1. it's faid, he gave ſome 
to be Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets and 
ſome HR , and ſome Paſtors and 
Teachers, and this for the good of the 
body of Chriſt: and this work of 
Chriſt, of giving his Spirit unto 
men, to be continued ſo long as the 
Saints are to be perfe&ed , and the 
body of Chriſt ro receive edificati- 
on, as we may plainly ſce, from the 
I2.and 13, verſes. 
So that to ſay , the Apoſtles had 
er to. give the Holy Spirit, or 
$pirit of promiſe, is untrue, abſurd 
and ridicufous. 
. Objea.Again, ſome there are,who 
make . this a great obſtacle in the 
way, (thereby hindering poor Souls 
from their obedience, ) even the 
Words of the Apoſtle, Afs 8. 16. 
for as yet he was fallen uyon none of 
them. | 
From whence they perſwade them- 
| | (elves, 


ee 

ſelves , and NMR to perſwade 
others , that the Apoſtles hd Lyon 
hands by vertue of particular gift 
or power, which God had given 
them, to give his Spirit. Now for 
the removing of this ſtumbling- 
block, I anſwer , 

Firſt, It you conſider what hath 
been ſpoken to the laſt Obje@ion, 
you may plainly ſee , that the Apo- 
ſtles did not lay on hands by verrue 
of any ' particular gift, but of their 
miniflevial office, Neirher was it 
'evcr in their power to give the Spirit 
of God to any man, as hath beve 
plainly manifeſted. 

2, Whercas the Apoſtle faith, . 
for as yet be was falne upon none of them, 
it diſcovers to us, that it was an uſu- 
all thing in the as pj dayes, far 
the Spirit of God to be given, and 
that in more then an ordinary man- 
ner; and therefore well might Luke 
thus. write this parentheſis , in the 
diſcourſe of this Ordinance : for 
| as 
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as, yet he-was fallen upon none of 
them. * | nels, wH9rign 
3.; Again thirdly : : VVhereas 
Luke ſeth theſe words, for as yet he 
- was falne upon none of them ;, 1t —_ 
very, well be taken notice of. : For 
though Ph:lip had wrought great 
works in the Ciry of Samara, as in 
the 6. and 7, verſes of this Chapter, 
AFs 8. inſomuch that God bore wit- 
neſs from Heaven to thoſe things 
that; Philzp ſpake , that there: was 
great joy in that_ City; -and thar 
Stmon Magus, who of long time with: 
his Sorceries had bewitched the peo- 
ple, believed and was Baptized ; yet 
there was no pivings forth of the 
S$pirir of God fo immediately as at 
other times : as for inſtance , when 
Peter preached the VVord, As 10. 
44. (even while he was ſpeaking, ) 
the Holy Spirit fell on them Sos 

heard it. 
ObjeF, Some do {ay,VWhy did not 
Philip lay hands npon the Samaritans, 
as 


as wUl as Baprize them > and from 
hence they reaſon, that though Ph:- 
lip was inſtrumental for their-con- 
verſion ; yet Peter and Johz muft ] 
hands upon them : and fo by ſuc 
reaſonings -as-this , laying on of 
hands muſt be laid aſide. 

Arſw, Firſt, let us examine; hath 
not this reaſoning much of this na- 
ture in it, to ſetup Peter, Job and 
Paul,/that:\o indeed we may come 
to think of them above that which 
is meet, as if they had power to do 
that they had not 3 but for this, ſome 
hath.been already reproved, 1 Cor. 1. 
12, Nowthis I ſay, (faith the-Apo- 
{ile ) :that every one of you ſay, I am of 
Paul, and I of Apollo, &c. and inthe 
3 Chapt. 5 ver. who & Paul, ard who 
is Apollo; but Miniſters by whom ye be- 
lieved ? Even as the Lord gave to every 
mas. Or! that we could therefore, 
ceaſe from'many, whoſe breath 15 in his 
Noſtrils', and give glory to God, 
looking up ogcly unto him ; _—_ 

F the 
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the giver of every good and perfe&t 


2, May there not be, or is there 
not already too many, who make as 
great a noyle to thecrying down of 


' Baptiſme, as this Objection doth of 


laying onof hands, & that in regard 
of Philip , who did work Miracles, 
and Ananias who had an immediate 
Commiſhon to Baprize Paul, as well 
as the Apoſtles , for what they did > 
O ſay many perſons , none but thoſe 
that were immediately authorized, 
and did work Miracles, did Baptize ; 


therefore yourBaptiſme is not right, 


becauſe you work no Miracles : and 
hence they conceive no Bapriſme , 
but the Baptiſme of the Spirit,which 
they think the Apoftles gave unto 
thoſe perſons, upon whom they laid 
on hands. 

3. The great thing in Anſwer 
unto this queſtion, is, to ſhew wh 
Philip did not lay hands on thoſe 
perſons whom he converted and 

. Pap- 
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Baptized x and now if this Reaſon, 


could tily be rendred, ſomething of 
ſatisfaction poſhbly unto many per- 
ſons would appear. 

But for. my part, though perſons 
are never ſatisfied, 1 dare nor pre- 
ſume ro know above what is writ- 
ten; and therefore , why hedid nor 
lay, hands upon thoſe perſons he 
did Baptize , I dare nor poſitively 
determine. 

Burt this I know , and herein 15 my 
ſatisfaftion,thar the work was done; 
and I do bclieve the Apoſtles arc as 
{good an example , andthe thing is 
ot as much weight,(if not more)as if 
Philip had done it. | 

But Oh! what weak reaſoning is 
here, yet concurring with the reſt to 
make voyd the truth. 

I ſhall appeal to any mans con- 
ſcience, whether this be a ſufficient 
_ to keep any ſoul from the 

ing of his duty, becauſe he cannot 
ke why Philip did not lay on hands. 
wely 
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Surely you or I may ſuppoſe 
rhany things z but which ofus 1s able 
ro determine which ts truth amongſt 
all > therefore it is good tor us'to 


* keep cloſe unto this , that it is Gbds 


way , that wherein the Apoſtles as 
Miniſters of the Goſpel did admini- 
ſter; and that wheseunto believers 
Baprized as ſuchzwere obedient;that 
it was _ unto them as milk for 
Babes, and that it was a principle of 
Chriſts Doctrine, a beginning-word 
of Chriſt unto believers : and hereiti 
let us quiet our ſelves, not ſeeking a 
reaſon for that the Lord: doth not 
give us; leſt we are carried captive 
our carnal imaginations, andſo 
ſplir our ſelves againſt the truth, &«. 
wery, But now ſome may ſay, If 
we practiſe this Ordinance ; where 
is the groundfor our faith , ſeeing | _ 
whatever is not of fairh is ſin > 
Anſw, Firſt, in all our A&tions, I 
do grant. it is good for us to have a 
ground for what we do, eſpecjally , n 
94s the 


| 
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the ſervice of God , inwhich ſervice 
we are towalk by rule, And here I 
wiſh. thar-rhoſe who walk! in mixe 
Communions, would conſider what 
VVord: of .God- they. have to bear 
thenr out-in'that practiſe, whether 
ever Chriſt. left Fi a ruleto walk 
=» ſecondly, I anſwer, The ground 
of our faith in this Ordinance, is the 
Word of the Lord , which doth not 
only as.you have heard diſcover-unto 
us this Ordinance, to be the mind of 
God unto believers, a way wherein 
he requires their obedience ; but ir 
likewiſe diſcovers the very endof this 
Ordinance;to be the promiſe otGodz 
which promiſe God firſt made unto 
Abraham,as theApoſtle bears witneſs 
Gal.3.14.. that the bleſſing of Abra- 
ham might come on theGentiles,that 


we might receive the promiſe of the 


Spiriczthrough faich, VVhy we can- 
not believe without the Spirit ; yet 
through believing itis , that weare 
a Yr  ' 
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made partakers thereof , even of 
the,ptomiſe., which is the Spirit ; 
which. promiſe God renewed , and 
more-plainly diſcovered by the Pro- 
-phet Joel, Joel 2. 28, 29. which the 
Apoſtle takes notice of, As 2,16, 
this was likewife hinted forth by 
John the Baptiſt, Mark. 1.8. I in- 
deed Baptize you with water, bur he 
{hall Baptize you with the Holy 
$pirit : and this our Saviour himſelf 
declared, Joh» 7. 38,39. He that 
believeth on me , out of his Belly ſhall 
Sow Rivers of living Water: this he ſpake 
of the Sptrit , which they that did believe 
ſhould recerve, Now, as hath been 
declared, they could not believe 
without the Spirit ; yet, through be- 
lieving , the promiſe of the Spirit is 
made good unto poor fouls. 

And this promiſe of the Spirit,the 
Apoſtle doth an: ex unto faith and 
Baptiſme , as the right and portion 
ot every believing obedient ſoul, Ags 
2. 38, Repert and be Baptized for the 

Re- 
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Remnſſion) of ſins , and you ſhall recezue: 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, 'From which 
Scriptures .it is maniteſt , that the 
romiſe of the $pirit..is made unto 
lievers' Baptized , as: 'fuch; and 
therefore the Apoſtle in the 39 werſ. 
doth apply it unto believers Bapti- 
zed, as (uch, as tlicir right and por- 
tion 5 For the promiſe is unto you, aud to 
your Children, and. te all that are afay 
off 3 even .as mary as the Lord our'Gad 
call. Which promiſe of Godin 
ones was the ground of the Apo= 
les aſſurance of faith in this par= 
ticular, that God would give his 
Spirit in this his own appointment 
to his 99 wh So that a betred 
= to Act upon inany way Or 
ervice of God, we cannot have,then 
the Word and promiſebt God is. 
Therefore in the next place , for 
your incouragement in this Ordt- 
nance.,. conſider theſe few things : 

obedience to God is , _— 
Firſt, that which makes gdſoul.ca- 
STM: G - - pable, 
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pable of kibwing the mind of God 
therefore ſaith” our Saviour'to the 1 
Jews 5 [1f. you will clo his _ you oy 


know of the Doftrane. 


bz, Obedience utito Chi , 1s; 
that. whereby » believers : do center: 
friendſhip/2 with the: Lord © Jeſus: 
Chrift;- even: as by their profeſſion: 
they do- cmer battle or wage war, 
with the greateſt Enemy ; Even the 
Dragon {pbken of, -in Rev. 12. 17. 
nitio 7s hy faid to make way with the. 
woman and the Remnant of her ſeedy 
which keep the commands PR have 
the Te Gorda) of :Jeſws. 
Why {© 1:tay; they do enter by 
Heie 'obþedience-unto'-Chriſt , the 
reareſt}frieridfhip that poſſible can 
tn the World, Zohz It I4. You 
aremy friends; \ (faith: Cheii) if you do 
whatſoever lcommand you," 
- 3; There, 1S5:mueh i incouragement 
0 this duty, from the endof this Or+ 
dinance, 
- The _ atGod,., is that,the ſoul 
| ſtands 
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ſtands in continual needofi; yeazthe 
uſefulneſs -of i rhe; Spirot. God ;'ts 


yery much difcovered:: Firſt;;in that - 


it 1s the Teacher of the Saigts.5 the 
firſt Epiſtle: of Jobn 241274 Bat: the 


gnoint ing) which you have\ receive d.of 


him, abideth «11 yous aud yt vred not; that 
try men. tead7 you » bat psthe enonting 
reacheth yaw; | Niysiziisithe office ah 
the Holy Spirit ,;to-be the Teacher 
of Gods people; John 4:2 6. Bubths 
Comforters whycb us the Holy.Spiret,wborn 
the Father will (end in my.Nameghe ſhel 
teach yourall things, cuties ek 


to nmr 
Cl aney mah ya he ets thaie 


EN ve he Ke phe Gataortan 
yea, and thoinRemembrancer, 25th 


tis 26otofii |) 1 553þ 901 noignTtO? {If 


Sol is theinGuids, and 
Ds ogg dre rg. \{o<hews 
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* are Sons , Fs oc thathi ſentriforth 410 
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Spirit of hit Suntato your heapts, exyiig 
Abla, Father, $0o7allo: it is their afli- 
france at tiie Throne of grace,” Rom, 
$26, faith the Apoſtle ; we krar 
not hat toppayFor, as we oxgbt ;.but the 
Spirit belpethour\infirmities. Oh ! how 
wctal is che Spirit of God,unto-poor 
fouls! it's a-quickning $pirir, and 
thereinalſoieusvery uſctul: rhe peo- 
ple-vt God ateapt roi'deddneſs and 
coldneſs , in the thinps>pt "God z 
therefore ſaith: the A ole, Rom. 8, 
1'Y,\ But" if the Spirit of himthat raiſed 
a) Chrift from the wead, dvell-ix you, be 
at ra;fedap Chriſt from the dead, ſhall 
Quicken your mortal boayes , by this Spirit 
that dwitlerÞ in yeu,. Againg"it's by 
the $pirir;1chat'we' muſt mortifie 
corruption,the deeds of the body z as 


inithe 1:3 4ſ:Many other parcieu- 


/ lars'tnay .Be minded, wherdin: the 
| uſtfuineſs of the'Spirirof God dorh 
_— ; mn lertheſoconfide- 
rarioNs 1n00ygrage us ,'to wait upon 
God irehichivway,  - wh? + 

ev Et 4. We 
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| 4, We have incouragement to 
wait upon God in his' way, even 
.in this Ordinance, and that from the 
general promiſes in the Scripture, 
Gal.3.16. 2 Cor.1.20. Luke 11.13;" 
5. A fifth ground of incourage- 
ment, may' be drawn fromithe Rea» 
ſons why the Spiritof Gadis given 
forth unto poor ſouls ; and: that 
firſt, from theſouls 'being:in/Cove- 
vant with-the | Lord : for among the 
many .preciqus promiſes, otthe new 
Covenant, this you ſhallifnde to be 
oneExek1i36337. I will pur my Spi- 
ritwithgn you, and cauſe you to walk 
in my ſtays, and ye.ſhdl-keep uy 
Judgmentsg1and do-theme: this P 
on , the-Aqolile alſo Renders; G 
4: 6. Becauſe you are Sons.y God hail 
ſent forth the Spirit of his Sonsi88c.. |: 
_:Secondly; from -ſouls;bbedience ; 
the. promiſe.is made unto ſuch, A&s 
2.38. & 5.32, ſuch as. walk in obe- 
dience,ſhall certainly be partakers of 
the Spirit of promiſe. 
G 4 6. Ano- 
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\ 6. Another ground of incourage- 
ment I ſhall:mention, may be taken 
from the Neceſſity of the Spirits'be- 
ing\ give with it's gifts and fruits 
—_ the __ of ou and that 


— Eirher; firſt, for the Gloryof 
God, - T'Cory £2, 3- Jon 4, 14 Rom, 
T2. FI; : 2 
2, For. the general ond; of the 
people of God , accordingro theſe 
Scfiptures, 1 Cor, 12.7, The manife. 
', flation of the Spartt ». is \ gruen to every 
' man, wo profit withal.: and{(0he-goes 
Fenris inthe: 8,95 \KOJwerf1 
1 ſeveral-gltts and-frujrs 'of''the 
irit pri whence: proceeds 'the 
ſb: of the noaidbrs of. the 
body of Chrift , one unit another 
the Spitir-of God diujding- to e 
man ſeveratly: as be will, as itvthe-T1. 
vepſ. So that the Bye "cannot ſay uno 
the hand, Thee #0 need df thee; Nets 
ther the head to the feet;"'1 have no need 


pl | of es verſ, 21, and the Reaſons 
g1VCN, 


— YN 
given, vey. 25, that there ſhould be 1 
Rhbiſms or deusf10n in the body; but that 
the members ſhbuld have' the ſame care 
oe of another : read alſo 14; Chapt. 
L2verſ.andEpheſ.4.12... ; 
1.1/3, For our 'partichlar' good and 
help; according to theſe Scriptures, | 
Jud,20,. 1.Pet.T122, Gal, $1 5\."and 
the 16. : 22N21) | 
© Therefore now; let thicſe incou- 
| Tape you to'make uſe of thattneans 
Gothath appointed; even'this Or- 
dinance\,' wherein -his people, were 
made partakers of his Spirir,''' | | 
= {/Burinow- ſome (do Que- 
Kioty, '"Whatigrounds we-have that 

Qiſc laying on of hands,.to ſepa- 
rate from thotc iwho arcBaprized ? 
fori(fay.theyy<ontd you have/Com- 
munioft withins,we could with you, 
10 Asfw7i 'To/ which I anſwer, and 
thar firſt: 'Conſidering rhe” frames 
of'your Spirits ,; your denial of the 
truth , calling it error and deluſion, 
a Do&rine from beneath) aw inven- 
4, Of 4 tion 
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tion of the Devil , that which-is-our 
own tradition , a poſt we would ſet 
.up by the poſts of. God, that for 
which we- have no better ground 
then the Common - prayer - book, 
A new adminiſtration, which never 
was cither taught or commanded by 
Chriſt in all the new Teſtament'; 
from hence, $ JL) 
I would Query, by what rule of 
Chriſt: it:is , .that:you could have 
Communion with-us;; and the caſe 
being thus', we can any» longer 
Communicate with\you'? +; 51:11 
For my -part-, I» mult profeſs be- 


' fore the Lord ;andbefore the whole 


World, that , how toiſatisfie ay 
conſcience, and maintain the; truth 
of God,in ſuch Communion, I know 
not : if I could, I ſhoulddo it.;;. :: ;; 
I know'it's that chey reflect upon 
us, that we want love to themzas the 
ground! why we cannot Communi- 

cate with them. | 
But the Lord he is Judge, and he 
knows 


(97) 2 
knows that it's our love tothe truth 
of QChriſt'; and the ordcrihe hath 

reſcribed.in his houſe, tiiat willnort 
Fer us ; Eſpecially'"as the caſe 
ſtands. with” them! as: '18+ before 

"And i therefore , if there''be any 
love-1n them towards us, letus be 
partakers of thoſe weighty Reaſons 
grounded upon'the Word of truth z 
which may convince us, that it is'our 
duty ſtill to have Communionwith 
them rorwithſtanding tiieit oppo= 
ficion-apainſt rt1is trurt, 
\ Obje8 Bur by tiiis ſome may ſay, 
It ſeems, thar 1t they did not oppoſe 
the-truth, you could Communicate 

Anſw. 1anſwcr, No, for we have 
no :.fuch' cuſtome' , neither the 
Churches of Chriſt: Search the 
Scriptures, and ſee ifever Ciriſt lefr 
ſuchayrule ro walk by, or that God' 
allowed or org of any ſuch- 
* |praQiſe.We are glad to Ay , 
there 
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there js:any 10. moderate as nos td 
oppoſe it; and tris bot. burtien{dme 
to US;z,, 10 wAitupon: God. tn! his 
way, Jabouring their gonvincement; 
and imbracing of thetruth ; forit is 
that which 15 their duty, aswell as 


 Paptiſmez atid/a pantof the founda- 


tion:;ot the houſe,of Gad, as wellas 
repentance and faiths. and therefore 
to build: with/ them:, - without this 
principle in the foundation;; were to 
preſume todo that, we bave ti6 war- 
rant; for , and to, make a breach-in 
that order Gag hath appoimted;and 
hat iu the very foundation: of \his 
eryice, 10. .>y3 13 1610 7 earn)! 
;: 24: Anſwer, thatwe have good! 
omen to maintain ſepatation 


rom thoſe; though. Baptized; that 


deny this Ordinance of: layingon of 
hands, and that: |) |) 25h © 
:\ £.\!Becauſe we are Commanged' 
tokeep the Ordinances,as theywere: 
delivered, 2 Theſ. 2. 15. \ Therefore: 
Brethren ftend faſt; and pol thoTradi-! 

23111 tions 


rons which you have 2M taught whether 
rerther our Epiftlezand herein were 
WE nthians praiſed by the Apo- 
ftke , Which is alſo written for our 
Example, 1'Cor, TIT, 2, Now 7 praiſe 
yowBrethren, thas:you remember me in all 
things; and keep'the Ordinances as I de- 
liuveved them untoyou, From whence it 
is' manifeſt ,- that to keep the Ordi- 
nancesas they were delivered;ts that 
which is praiſe-worthy to the Saints, 
well pleaſing unto God , and the 
will -and minde. of God unto-his 
people,” 12 10h NG 

Bur .ro Communicate with thoſe, 
that ido deny thelaying on'ot hands, 
will put us outof that capacity z this 
our experience doth witneſs to us. 
VVemight ſpeak much untothis,& 
of the oppolitiors wet had , when 1 
was in ſuch a condition, 
- ;2/\Becauſe''ftom* thoſe perſans, 
who! do nothold the Ordinances as 
they" were delivered , we are com- 
manded to withdraw , # Thef. 3. 6. 


Now 
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Now we command you Brethren, tn the 
Name of our Lord Jeſu Criſt, thegyou 
withdraw your ſelves from every Bfyther 
that walketh atſorderly, a-.d 1-01 after the 
Trad;:t0n you have recetved of us : ' yea 
a good ground we ;have.to-obſerve 
this Command, from their oppoſiti- 
on, in that they raile, print, ſpeak, 
and diſpute againſt the truth, calling 
it a Dofirine from beneath , a counter= 

feit thing 5 which gives us a good 

round to obſcrve the Apoſtles Ex- 
rtation, I Tim. 6. 5. From ſuch 
withdraw thyſelf : and certainly as we 
are to withdraw from thoſe , who 
are evil in their Converſation ; ſo 
likewiſe from thoſe , who do declate 
againſt that which is part of the 
worſhip of God; yea a toundation= 
principle of his ſervice. | 
3. Becauſe laying on of hands, is 

a foundation-Do@rine, a principle 
upon 'Which a ' right conſtituted 
Churchof Chriſt is built, Heb.6,1,2 

A Dorine, which was ( not notion- 

: ally, | 
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ally,as manyſay;ur) praQtically im- 
braced by the firſt Churches as the 
Hebrews , the Samaritazxs, and the 
Epheſians , which were exaGtly builr 
according to thedire&ion of Chrilt 
himſelf, Now. this is generally re- 
ceived, that though there may be 
Commnnion with perſons , where 
difterences are in circumſtantials ; 
yet not where they are in fundamen- 
tals: and for this reaſon, thoſe who 
are Baptized, have refuſed Commu- 
nion with the Independants; becauſe 
they erre in a fundamental | pars 
therefore they cannot build with 
them : and is not this reaſon ſtron 
for us, becauſe laying on of hands is 
a foundation-Doarine or principle, 
as well as Repentance, faith , Bap- 
tiſmes,and Reſurre@ion,and eternal 
as. mum therefore this being a 

undation-principle, we ought nor 
to build with thoſe , who are de- 
ſtroyers thereof: and xherefore for 
this Reaſon, we ought not tro Com- 


municate with them, 4. Bc- 


—_ 
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4. Becauſe they Ide in the Breach 
of, and. in.oppoſion. againſt a Com- 
mand'of , Gad ,. Even this in- 
ning-word of Chriſt ;; and fo indeed 
to partake with them, were tomake 
our ſelves guilty of theit fin... ' Now 
that they» are fich z that they do{o 
live,is plainly manifeſt by their wri- 
ting,printing,preaching, and diſpu- 
ting; Thus 'oppoling this Law 8&«ora-' 
cle of God;Heb.5.12. and as they-do 
thus live in the Breach of a Com- 
mand of God, an otacle, and a prin- 
ciple of Chrifts Dof@rine ſo.certain 
it 1s,;that we cannothaveCommunts 
on with them , without i EEG 
the Command of the Spirit of G 
where we: are m9 ant to withdraw. 
from ſuch, 1 749.6; 35 4; 54 | 7 
5. Becauſe where there is notan 
uniting in the pRo__ of the foun- 


dation of the {ervice of Chriſt;there 


can be no ſafe or comfortable 'Com- 

munion : for indeed Union's the 

ground of Communion, Amos 3. 3. 
ns © oi os / i | Can 


» 


Can two walk t 
agreed ? and (a1 "oy 
2 two of you agree on Earth as 
ines - thing that you ſhall ack, it 
ſhall be done for om ater wi which 
©. 17 Heaven, Mat, 
whence ic.is plain, that whete they 
is rains, Agreement , there na 
can DE _nO owſhup 5 00. W 
rogerhe T5. no. askit the Farher for 
. any thing * for conſider, howcan ws 

ask the Spirit of God to be given,and 

that according to his promiſe, with 
or among theta. who. do oppoſe the 
mieans,to witzlaying on of zit's 
.abt tion unto them z andthere- 
fore. how can we have Communion 
ben, or they with us ? 

Surely, it rhings were rightly con- 
fidered, our ſe Pacating Ply con 
will be found upon as good ground, 
if nor better , thentheir ſepararing 
| from the Independants fo called: for 
whetcin do Es bur in Bap- 


SHE F »— ah" 


rl 
our Saviour, 


J 
C__—G co rc er ——_ _ 
> lam 


deny..not , though not rightly per- 
formed,\nor. applyed ; Bur the pra- 
ie, of laying on'of hands upon be- 
lLieversBaptized,as ſuch,is denyed by 
our gppolers. 30g 
$#{1 Objehs; But now ſome may ſay, 
Though Iam farisfied , that layin 
on, of hands, is. an Ordinance of 
Chriſt ; yet they;are good men! that 
I have, Gommunion: with, ſuch a- 
moag [ whom, , I have found much 
comiors:,, therefore I cannot with- 
dray fromthe ,{ | 

{1.: Ve may take notice,as this is 
an; Qpjetion., made, by ſome. a- 


LC 


mong{trvc Baptized people, fo-likes 
why (B-bs arc Baptized, who 
walk with the; Independents, ſo, cal- 
led,; .O--ſay,.3hy 1. they: are-good 
Den and we. walk lovingly, roge- 
$I antes we cannot: with- 
draw..from.;thera.z, | not: conſidering 
rhac. in this z they, have no: rule; of 
Chriſt, and that. God never gave 
unto. perſons ſuch -Liberty-of levin 
4H 2 ; 


each 
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each aber Bas Gatcbabia WayEs 


and: truchs ſhauld be 26 508 and 
neglected by them. 

..2.. To rhe ObjetionJilLanſwer; 
chat by this thou doeſt diſcover,h 
litzle: thy/Jove 15; to the: Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt andhiswaycs,. Fans os 
an :cſtecm/ thou aſt. of-chon;, xhas 
thou preferreſt thy lorexothe Cre 
ture, \ before [thy love withy Greas 
teri. /-, | 

Ic istrue 5 its that: which ds thy 
durys tolove;thoſe M7 a_— thou 

Communion, (yea thy/Ene+ 
mies,)). bus: nc. chis thy: lovidgiof 
them, thou muſt know, thatgbou arr 
torwalk ' according tothe Law! or 
rule of Chriſytowards chemmgfor thy 
doue-towards them, muſt be. ſubor- 
dinate:r0 thy love unto Godiand his 
trac : {anc} to. this purpoſe 'Chri 
ſpeaks, Aur; 18; Luke 14. 26, thas 
Yo! : pr de or 2duther b_ 

u orthy of hum; yea, 1 
a "ras dotororhave bran he if 
H 2 Once 


4 
P 


_ Chriſt or hisrruch , that thou muſt 


-chem, then to be faithful unto God, 


(100) 
once it .come in Competition with 


Chriſt,or any one of his Laws, that 


he can rather pore with truth , then 
deny his life, he cant be Chrifts Diſ- 
Ceple, 

Fon oughrefſt to praiſe thy duty 
in its place, and to perform it ; but if 
once it-come.in Competition with 


either ſuffer the truth .of Chriſt to 
fall, or elſe be accounted of by ſome, 
that thou haſt little love inthee to- 
wards chem; I ſay, if thou preferreſt 
thy love towards them before. the 
truth, chat notwithſtanding Chriſt 
calls, upon thee to be. a follower of 
himzyer thou wilt nor,becauſeir. may 
mike a breach. in chy-love towards 
tchem-,:thou diſcovereſt thy: ſelf to 
have ;little love in (thee rowards 
Chriſt , and that thou arr miſtaken 
in thy righr loving of them, ,_ 

' For «hou canſt nor better love 
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example; for that which 15 thy | 

in this particular, ought ak oy 
theirs , 1f ſo convinced of the truth, 
as thou art. 

Bipacialy in the conſideration of. 
this,-that there are ſeveral perſons 
amongſt them , that have ſta- 
tized from this truth and Doarine 
of Chriſt, that have declared for ir, 
and have been obedient-unto Chriſt 
therein ; bur now deny it , and are 
eat oppofers of it : which if thou 
adfſt' not ground from the Scripture 
to maintain ſeparationfrom them ,. 
uponany Other account, thou couldſt 
cording” to order :Communi- 


not ac 

cate with them. | 
' ObjeR. But ſay ſome, 1 dare not: 
deny them to be aChurch of Chriſt, 
as they ſay you do; and therefore 
they will charge me, as they have 
dong others," that I do greatly fin in 
departing from them, 

© 1, 1 Anſwer ,, do thou follow 
Thrift in his Word , according to 
H 3 the 


feſt his truth; 


(102) 
che fort and-:order 'appointed by 
hith ir his houſe 3” and rhough they 


chafpe xhet> wirh departing: from 


chem, God will Juſtihe thee : for ir. 
15h their crying; the Temple of Lora, 
the Templi" gf the Lord ; that will ex- 
criſe't r ifobedience, Jey. 7.4 for 
whet truth isdetlared;he commands 
alt ſhenco rbceive'it ; and therefore 

_— it 0n1cecomes to thy Soul, he 

ires thy obedience.” : 

p br:to' what cnd doth God tmani- 
wary poor: Soul, b 
ap of his- les but tg ter 
AbWlldbe efnt >ronfider;was it 
no-ever thattyhwhich followed that 


| gt Hos of of confuſion, 'where- 


— wete ftighted: by 
fiblethey could, mts that 
roy herein”borh "rmatter'and 
fevthrs, fab) jets undorder”, 'were/all 
cntrary to cherhihde of God©Oh ! 
what a noiſe and ory did they!Make 
afret poot Souls, who for conſtiehce 
rOwatds God- did- ſeparate 7 from 


them, 


A 1) 
them > O, ſay they !'they leave the 
Church; and O ! what agrearevil 
would they make ofthis > cheteby 

poſſeſſing the people ,- as if they had 
done very wickedly. Not to go for 
furcher inſtance, Was'not'rhas the 
praciſe of the Bifhops and Prelates, 
and- after them the Presbyterians, 
then che Independants '> andinow tt 
iscometo be the practiſe of the Bap- 
eized people, whereby it is maniteſt, 
that es but one of the laſt ſhifts 
ofa confuſed principle. VVhen they 
_ cannot overturn the truth, they will 

labour tolay ſtumbling blocks tn the 
wayes of Gods people.” | | 243 

2, I Anſwer, thongh they look 
npon- themſelves ro be'# Church of 

hrift z yer thou” by | the light of 
truth! manifeſted to thy Soul, docſt 
ſce, thar' they are ſhort is ptinci-' 
ple 'of the fouhdation thereof. [Is riot* 
the Church/of 'Chriſt the” houſe of 
God 2 and is not Repentahces faith, 
Baptiſmes y laying Di of hands, the 

| 4 Re- 


* (203) 
Reſurre&ion of the dead,and eternal - 
] ement ; the foundation thereof, 
ee Heb,6.1,2, what will you ſay 10 
make yoid this truth? will you ſayas 
many do, Chriſt is the foundation > 
but is he any otherwiſe a foundation 
then'in-his Do&rine as he is decla- 
red > and is not this his Do@rine or 
Teac 1 at not-the A file, Heb, 
6.1,call it tbe DoFyine of Chrifttand.is 
not his Doarine' one with himſelf > 
SurelyChrift & his truth are qne: & 
ſo far as a Soul knows Chriſi,he will 
walk in obedience to him: and doth 
not their diſobedience to this way of 
the Lord, diſcover the diſorder they 
are in, that indeed+ they build before = 
the foundatian is rightly layed, de- 
nying a principle thereof ? 

3. Whereas they ſay, we deny 
themto be a Church , it ts nottrue ; 
For we deſire not to,enter Judge- 
ment, in things that are too _ Or 
us, . But, this is that wehave ſaid, | 
and do {till ſay,lct them prove on | 

ELVES o&Þ 
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ſelves a Church of Chriſt : which if 
they can ſodo, wecan provethem 
ſhore in a foundation-principle of 
the (ſervice thereof,and fo diſorderly. 

For conſider , 'is it according to 
the rule of Chriſt, ro admit of per- 
ſons , though Baptized, ro Commn- 
nion , thar ay ofa principleof 
the foundation';.of the fcervice of 
God, upon-which he ſhould ſtand xo 
g0-0n:toperfeRtion , Itis alye, thar 
which Chriſtnever taught, though ir 
be in ſo many words declared? Sure- 
ly ſuch a-practiſe God will never 
owns/ neither dare we , leſthedil- 
own us; :; 

'Bur here I ſhall take liberty to 
write Mr. Colters own Argument, 
for the diſcovering of a true Church 
of+Chriſt , in the firſt Page of his 
book: of Right conftitution : ſaith he, 
»A'true viſible:Church of Chriſt, 
23 conſiſterh; both / of marrer - and 
»» form, or of. ſubje&s 'and: order : 
» for, faith he, it is ChriſtsKing- 

=] 93 dome, 
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» dome, and thoſe {ubjets muſt be 


»{uch-viſibly. as- Chriſt owns; and 
»»thax; form and order according to 
» Chrifts Rule; orel(e, ſaith he, ir 
+» cannot 'be Chriſts Church. 

. Surely,if what Mr. Colter writes, 


and .this rruth of Chriſt, to wit, 


hying ,on ;of hands. were rightly 
weighed , what could he have ſpo- 
ken.more againſt himſelt, and for us 
in this.caſc? therefore let's try, fee- 
mg he hath thus ſpoken, whether he 


_. doth. own. the and-order of 


Chrifts houſe : which is plainly ma- 
nifeſt he doth not $for in that book; 
as you may ſce, from the 70 Pageo 
the end thereof, he oppoſes a prin- 
ciple of his Do&rine , a part of the 
foundation; of the ſervice of Chrift : 
bur, -I wiſh'the. Lord may give him, 
and others to ſee this truth of Chriſt, 
& tharthey may befollowers ofhim. 
thercin;I ſhall noweonclude,leaving 
what Þ have written 10: the Judg-. 
ments of all th whomic ſhall _ 
Ci1- 
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deſiring, that they would with the 


noble Beryeans, ſearch the Scrip- 
tures , to ſee if what I have ſaid 

ſo or no; that they would ſeriouſly 
weigh, as in the 1ight of God, the 
things laid down 1n this diſcourſe, 
having their Eyes up towards God 
. knowing what 1s written, That RY 


which ſeek the Lord underſtand all. 


things, Prov. 28, 5. 

Further, my defire is , that if in 
their Conſcichces they do finde any 
convictions of the truth herein 
afſerted,they would take heed of op- 

ſing of it, and that , leſt they be 
und fighters againſt God. 


: The End. 


An AnswisRk 


To 8 diſcourſe contarning 4Chapters in 
oppoſition to this principle of Chrgits 
| Dofrine, ( to wit ) laying on of 
bands upen belzevers Bap- 
tized,, as ſuch; 


Having almoſt ended,my for- 
"mer dif ourle for the preſs ; it 
being a diſcovery and vindicati- 

-on of the truth ; there was preſented 
to tmy hands a beok ( having-no 
Name theteunto) conſiſting of two 
ſheets of paper, put forth, as ir doth 
appear unto me, by ſeyeral perſons 
in oppoſition to this Qrdinance of 
the Lord!Jeſus Chriſt (ro wit) lay- 
.ing on of hands upon believers Bap- 
tized, as ſuch. 


To which, as the Lord ſhall help 
2 F me; 


s ou 
me z Ct as y_ EE IE and 
mod 95 Og as le OtICe as 
of Fea. 4 ful 
NN Fa of 1 as; RAI f Neks Eh) ac- 
cording to the meafure I have re- 
ceived , (having this opportunity ) 
give A: 'brisf anſwer thereunto, :ho- 
it may morerendto the Con- 
viction 'of perſons, it 7, rticu- 
larly anſwered ; although the fub- 
ſtance thereof is. already anſwered 
inmy book : likewiſe not doubtin 
bur that: other Servants of ChriltÞ, 
who may be more able, will, as G 
ſhall give-opportunity','more fi 
vindicare his eruch from che oppy- 
ſers therevF. | | | 
"Their book;as I have diready aid, 
derh confiſt 'of'4 Chapters, | 
« Firſt, '6f the ſeveral ends of laying 
on of hands) '' © 
'2, What lying of hands 3s 
not , andtatinot be meant , Heb, 6. 
2 verſ, 
. 3.” What laying on of hands 3 s, 
an 


on muſt be meant there. 

. . That rhe laying on othands 
practiſed by ſome in theſe dayes.,on 
all Papeited believers, was-never 
Inſtitured, Commanded, nor practi 
ſed at-all by Jeſus Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles, in all the New-Tekta- 
ment, 

Now their. ry Chi ter mai 
(according to their-Judgement,) rhe 
ſeveral ends of. laying on of hands ; 
= che! are three, / -// 

or healing of the ſick. 

4 For miniftring or. gw: 
Extraordinary m_ of -rhe 
"Rn WW - 

3. ror ordatnin an appointing 
of Officers. |. G 

Unto: the firſt andtaſt of theſe; 
ſhall nothow {peak 5 haying'{pbken 
my ; = inde om and Conſclence of 
them, 'in-the beginning of my book, 
which" I do Hope: is FCTONUINY _—_ 
truth, 13-411 

And ihercſvee ſhall now take:a 
lictle 


A 
iy 


litthe notice of wharts written, as:t6 
che "other parcicularz deſiring the 
Reader to conſider of what I have 
written o- the other ewoy inthe be- 
 ginning of my book. 

lnow whereas chey Map rey 

and = affirm, that lay- 

ing' on of hands-was for givin = 
Exireondinary 2 ies of the. Holy 
 Spirirz and fot t _ 

Gy har Peter and Nb, tothis he 
laid their hands upon them at Same- 
ris Aas8. x7,1B,19. 

' Janſwer 5 i; that the end of this 
Ordinance is miſſed by the Author 
or Authors of this book. : for the end 
of ; this-Oxdinance is the promiſed 
Spirit, which God will giveto all 
thoſe,' who fromthe heart obey his 
DoRrinezare followers of his teack- 
ing: for-the gift of the Spirit is. the 

e of God to all thoſe, whodo 
obey him Afs 2. 3358 5, 3.2 wer). 
which promiſe of the Spiriv.is the 
end-of this Ordinance; ——_—_ 

alſo 


"T2 
alſo was aſſigned thereunto, ſee As 
8. 15, andto which end the Apo- 
ſtles did adminiſter it , that thoſe 
perſons, to wit, beleevers , who by 
their obedience were under this 
promiſe of God , might receive it of 
God, whoſe gift this was, and who 
alone , not the Apoſtles » did commu- 
nicate it unto his people, as theſe 
Scriptures do witneſs, Epheſ.4.6.A8s 
5. 32.& 2,33. Mat.3.11. Jobn 14, 
I6,17, & 15.26, & 16.7, 

2, I Anſwer, that the giving the 
Extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, 
was never propounded as an endof 
laying on of hands z neither can our 
oppolers prove it,thart perſons by the 
ſubmiMion to this Ordinance ſhould 
be pattakers of the miraculous gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, or that perſons 
were toexped this or that particu- 
lar gift thereof; but that as before, 
they might be parraker of the Spirir 


of promiſe ; that whereas now they . | 


were to joyne _ — according 
i te 


to their profeſſion, with thebody of 
Chriſt; ſo they might Ac in the 
body , according to the will of 
God. 

Obje. But now ſome may ſay, By 
ar + on of hands, they received 
the Holy Spirit,mn an Extraordinary 
manner, 

A,ſw. That they did receive the 
Holy Spirit in more then an ordi- 
nary manner, by laying on of hands, 
I do grant : but that the Extraor- 
dinary gifts of the Holy Spirit 1s 
the end of this Ordinance , I do 
deny. * 

For did they receive the Holy Spi- 
rit, in a more then ordinary man- 
ner, through this Ordinance > Ags 
19.6, 

$0 they did through the preachin 
of the Word, Afs 10, 44. yea, an 
_—_ praycr , As 4. 31, which 
if coniidered, we ſhall inde the Ex- 


traordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
no more of laying on 


to be the c 
| of 
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of hands 5 then of - pteachine the 
Wotd nd Prayer+ they may bean 
effe& or fruit ofeach of them, þur' 
not the end: for poor Souls, by theit* 
obedience unro' Chrilt \, are made 
partakers of the Spirit of promiſe, 
which is the Producerof fuck ics; 
or ftuirs/'in then.” '' ene 
- 3. We tray obſeive , thit'the 
foundation of © this diſcourſe being 
miſſed, and in tire firſt place, rhat 
which is untrue affirmed , (to wit, 
that laying on of hands was for gi- 
ving the Extraordinary gifts of : 
Spirit,) it's no marva1l rhey ſhould 
run rhemſelves into ſo many. mi- 
ſtaken underſtandings of ri aſe that 
praiſe ir, and the hard Cenſures 
they put ——_ chem, with their Er- 
fonious Judgments about this truth, 
which I pray God forgive then, Tor 
they know not what they do: and ſo 
I might por an end to their - firlk 
Chaprcr; only | 
I iball take a little notice of the 
: I 2 weight 


Li 
o 
: 
o 
: 
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- weightof thoſe Reaſons which they 


bring to prove, that the end of this 
Ordinance is the miraculous gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, | 

And their great Reaſon is , be- 
cauſe the Samaritans, A8s the 8. 
were ſuch as did believe, verſ, 12, 


- and did receive the VWord of God, 


werſ. 14. and were Baprized, werſ. 
16. all this, ſay they, could not be, 
unleſs they had already received 
the ordinary meaſures of tte 
Spurir. 

Axſw, Firſt, I cannot bur take no- 
tice , how this Reaſon doth hold 
forth , that there is no receiving of 
the Holy Spirit by that Soul , who 
is alrcady Partaker of the Spirit, 
but what is in an Extraordinary 
manner ; which how falſe this is, I 
ſhall leave to the Experience of be- 
lievers toprove , yea, to the Raiſcrs 
of this Reaſon, if fo be they have the 
Spirit of God. 

2, VVhereas they ſay, we conv 

EC- 


I1 : 
believe 'without the Spirit z I An- 
ſwer, that unto thoſe who do be- 
lieve , who receive the VVord of 
God, and are Baptized, 1s'the pro- 
miſe of the Spirit made : ſee Galat.3. 
I4. that the bleſſing of Abraham 
myght come on the Gentiles 5 that we 
might recerye the promiſe of the Spirit 
through faith. VViy, we cannot be- 
lieve without the Spirit;yet,through 
believing, thoſe that do believe, are 
made partakers of the promiſe 
thereof : ſee likewiſe John 7. 38, 39. 
faich our Saviour , be that / Lelieveth |} 
012 me, out of his belly ſhall flow Rivers of | 
living water ; this he ſpake of the Spirit, 
which they that did believe ſbould re- 
cetve: from whence I mighr Reaſon 
as before, But further, we may ob- 
ſerve, that this promiſe of the Spirir 
the Apoſtle doth annex unto- taith 
and Baptiſme, As 2, 38.' where 
_ faith the Apoſtle ,. Repent and be 

Baptized for the Remiſhion of fins, 
and you ſhall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. I 3 SBuery. 


[ | | + Fo ) 
- Bgery. Now,, would Query of 
you; was this promulſe proper ancly . 
to ſome believers, or all believers? if 
yau ſay, To ſome, as your principle 
mult bead you. to ;; for you muſt ej- 
ther ty it ro. ſome in t1e Apoſtles 
times ,' or elſe to the time ofthe firſt 
Apoſtles , who received the Word 
At; the mouth of.Chriſt, to give unto 
4s: then I Anſwer, Sh 
Anſm. The following words ma 
ftop your mouths : for the prgmiſe 
hacba larger extent then you dream 
of ;..ir\, was unto chem 4 and their 
' Children, and allthatarc afarof, 
| v6 40 as Dany as the Lord our 
 SGoll\hallcall;\ | 
[ .. Erothwhenq Lmindegthe promiſe 
| Þofthe$pirit is/ag much ours, ( ac- 
 moiding|c©. the: wiſe diſpoſing of 
. God,); who knows beſt in what 
{| matncr 20 beſtow iron his people, 
25 t©,wastheirs., , 01116] 
' , And whereas yau boaſt of, parys 
; ond gtkts,, -beyand- thoſe that have 
ot pragtifed 


—_—_—__ do 


— — — ——  —— — 
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practiſed this Ordinance x yet let me 
tell you, thar herein.is muchyanity, 
and your boaſting 15 nat good, For 
though. God injoyne ps to the _ uſe 
of Ordinances , yet humſclt is nor 
tycd. thereunto : therefore. if your 
gifts be greatcr,lcgrn to make a,right 
uſe of them, for Gods glory , and his 
peoples, comfort, and not to oppoſe 
the truch, Surely, there will bene 
day a fad account given of the gitts 
God hath given unto:men,, who will 
be. found ,that in fteadof making. a 
righs; and good improvement: gf 
them,for Gods glory,and his POPE 
comfort. and incquragement z they = 
have made- a contrary uſe ofthem, 
and that $0 their trouble and diſcoy- 
ragement, and with their lyes have 
made the hcarts of he righteous fad, 


Ezek, 13,22. 


- 


I do, believe, there; were in the 
Apoſtles dayes, thoſe that boaſted as 
much; GETes your (elves, which 
cauſed & difeſtcem of xhe Apaſiles 

| "8 among 
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among the Churches, I Cor, 4. 10, 
ſaith the Apoſtle Paul , (ſpeaking of 
himſelf and of _ » Who were 
Apoſtles of Chriſt, as you may ſee, 
comparing the 6 ver. with the 9, & 
10 verſe) We are fools for Chriſts ſake, 
but you are wiſe in Chrift ; we are weak, 
but you are ftrong ; bo are bonourable , 
but we are deſpiſed. So others, they 
' had 4 Name tolrue, andothers they 
ſaid they were Rich, and had need of 
nething ; but God had a reckoning 
with them, Rev. 3. 1,2,3. and the 
6. and 17.,verſes. So there is if this 
our day, thoſe who are great oppo- 
ſers of ſome truths youyour ſelves 
profeſs, and yet in parts and gifts 
not inferior unto you ; but alas,what 
Reaſoning is this>rhe learned Scribes 
and Phariſees in Chriſts time, cryed 
out, Joh.7.49.thoſe thatknew not the 
Law were curſed ; as if indeed wi(- 
dome muſt only centre in their 
breſts, or dy with them, Now hath 
not-your boaſting of — 

WL O 
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of this.nature in it, to beget 2 diſe- 
ſteem in believers hearts of this trath> 
ſpiritual gifts are ſuch things be- 
lievers ſhould cover after, for they 
are very uſeful, x Cor, 14.1, But 
ſurely this parts and gifts without 
wiſdome, which is profitable to di- 
re& to make a righrand good uſe of 
them, doth but puff up the ſoul, as is 
too apparent this day, Therefore our 
deſire 1s, not ſo much to minde the 
meaſure of receiving , as making a 
ops uſe of what we do receive, and 
ceeping cloſe to. the appointments 
of our God, whercin is our ſafety ; 
becauſe he hath there promi ſed his 
v7 cn , and will there give forth 
Is loves, Eſa.64.5.Cant.7.12, 

So that I hope thoſe that have nor 
their hearts prejudiced againſt this 
truth of Chriſt,may rlainly ſee your 
miſtake, in making that the end of 
this Ordinance which is nor, though 
it may be an effed or fruit thereof, as 
I have already proved it was like- 


wiſe ' } 
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dinances of Chriſt , as of Preaching 
and Prayer, Butler's further conſi- 
der, is not this-a wile whereby Sa- 
tan labours to make votd this truth 
of Chriſt, as he hath done tg others > 
thus cunningly he works , 'when 
Baptiſme , as to the right, ſubje&s 
and practiſe thereof, is found out : 
O,ſaich hezit is-to believers and their 
Children; and why > for circumcifi- 
on was to Abraham and his ſeed ; and 
thus would: keep up that old relick 
and Pillar of Ba4yloz, and that pra- 
iſe which, from the begipning it 
was not ſo : Neither is now, bleſſed 
be God;, the myſtery of Iniquiry fo 
fecret , But that God hath abundant- 
ly diſcovered her, and made. barethe 
Skirts thereof ; and it is now through 


| the. good hand of God plainly duſ- 


covered, that there is now no feed of 
Abraham according to the fleſh , bur 
the natural-Jews , who are beloved 


for: their Fathers ſake z yer have no 


right 


wiſe an effect or; fruit of-other Or- 


[ 
\ 
{ 
| 
| 
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right - to promiſe or Ordinances, 
withour belicying in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, until the Word of God be 
fulfilled , thats, the grime expired, 
that the fulneſs of the Gentiles be- 
ing come in, then all Iſrael ſhall be 
faved; according as it is written,Rom, 
11, Ciapt. 

There are other reaſons,which they 
do urge, though to as little purpoſe ; 
but the ſubſtance of them being an- 
ſwered in this, and fully confured in 
my book; I ſhall paſſe themover, 
and proceed to their {eccond Chap- 
ter; 

, Which doth contain (according to 
their Judgments, ) which of thoſe 
laying on of hands is not,and cannor 
be meant; Heb. 6. 2. 

Now before you reſolve this Que- 
{tion , you graft that a layingon at 
hands is a principle of Religion, 
and a part of the foundation of 
Chriſtian building, Heb. 5. 12. & 


$6, T9 2, 
And 
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And your Reaſon is, becauſe theſ 
Holy Spirit by this Penman, doth 
Reckon it amonglt thoſe principles 
of Religion , as repentance, faith, 
Baptiſme, the Reſurre&ion,and eter. 
wr Judgment; and theſe granted by 
all under the leaſt profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity , to be the foundation- 
Dodrines, 

I have thought good to minde your 
Reaſon , becauſe it doth fully prove 
laying on of hands to be a principle 
of Religion , anda part of the foun- 
dation of Chriſtian building. 

And therefore in the firſt place, it 
is well that the Word of the Lord 
hath ſo much weight upon you, that 
you dare not deny it ; but that you 
do confeſs it to be a foundation-prin- 
ciple, a part of the foundation of 
Chriſtian building. I am glad to 
ſce you thus far own the truth; which 
makes me hope, you may in time 
come to a fuller acknowledgement 


thereof , and to ſee wherein you 
are 
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are miſtaken; and that when your 
Idemifes and denials will be found too 
light, being weighed in the Balance 
ot the Sanctuary, 

2. I ſhall examine,which of thoſe 
laying on of hands , you fay is not, 
Jand cannot be that meant, Het. 
6.2, 

And firſt, you ſay it cannot be . 
meant , of laying on hands for hea- 
ling 3 and that for theſe Reaſons. 

I, Becauſe the gift of healing, by ' 
laying onof hands,ts now ceaſed. But 
PX might better have anſwered , 

ecauſc this laying on of hands was 
never laid down a foundation-prin- 
Tiple : and this is that, which it you 
pleaſe may be work for you, or 0- 
thers, who are more of that minde 
then you are, to make appear , that 
_ it was fo -Y _—_ . a foun- 

ation-pngnciple. As for laying on 
of han : for! healing, I 5" 1s. boy 
that no one ought to to, unlefs he is 
partaker of thax giſt of healing, = 
© 


— 
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ſo your ſecond Reaſon is very true; 

2, Becauſe*a foundation-princi- 
ple concerns the whole , every part 
of the. building, to ſupport and up- 
hold it. And therctore I ſay, if there 
were any that had this particular 
gift of faith, the healing of one pat- 
ticular membcr could not concern 
the whole body as a principle. How 
doth this confute Mr Harriſors Ar- 
guments inthe 8 page of his book; 
which he draws from Mark 16. and 
the 18 «, that laying on of hands for 
healing is the principle mentioned 
Heb. 6. 2. but that book of his was 


| fully an(wered by Mr Griffith. 


3. I would have you know, that 
this was not the way thoſe that did 
believe , and were Baptized, did 
wait upon Chriſt in for hcaling : 
for amongſt them, as a Chutch, mi- 
racles were not wrought, but for the 
conviftion of-unbelievers, 1 Coy. 14. 
22, For ſigns were nor for thoſe, 
who did believe, but for thoſe "_ 

, 6- 
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believed not : Bur the way of God 
for believers, to wait'upont him in, 
in the rime of ſickneſs, was praycr 
and anointing with Ole , as in the 
beginning of my book: I have diſ- 
covered. - 

Bur ſecondly , you ſay , that lay- 
ing on of hands for giving the Ex- 
traordinary gifts of rhe Holy Spirit, 
cannot be here meant , and that for 
theſe Reaſons : 

I. Becauſe the power of giving 
the Extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
Spirit is now cca &; 

2, Becauſe this laying on of hands 
cannot be the principle, Heb, 6, be- 
cauſe that laying on ot hands is there 
called a DoQtrine, veyſ, 1. and 2. 

3. Becauſe-if this laying on of 
hands, (to wit)upon belicvers Bapti- 
zed, as ſuch,were the principle; then 
this Church of the Hebrews, the firſt 
conſtituted Church of Chriſt in all 
the New Teſtament after Chritts 
Aſcention , which is ( fay you) the 
{ame 


12t 

ſame with that, in As the firſt and 
ſecond Chapters, had wanted a 

principle in Religion z which were 

very abſurd to Imagine. Theſe be 
your Reaſons , that the laying on of 

hands we praiſe , cannor be chat 

meant, Heb. 6.2. Unto theſe Rea- 

ſons; as the Lord ſhall help me, 

I ſhall parricularly give anſwer, 

Firſt, taking notice that here is 
ftill affirmed , that which never will 
be proved, but is already diſproved, 
that laying on of hands was only 
for the giving the Miraculous gifts 
of the Holy Spirit z Therefore I ſay, 
as I have made to appear, the giving 
of the Extraordinary gifts of the 

.. Holy Spirit, was never aſſigned the 
end of this rr. . 

But you ſay, the power of givin 
the Holy Spirk in = nd. or 
ary gifts thereof , is now ceaſed. 

1, To which I anſwer,firſk, if the 
Apoſtles had power to give theHoly 
Spirit , thrqugh laying on of ay 

gnen 


} 
| 


2, 38, 39» 
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then they had gr 
ing of cheWord;bur th ough 
cheir preaching the Word, the Holy 
Spirit was given, . As 10. 44. as 
well as through laying on of hands, | 
Ads 19, 6, yet it was never inthe | 
Apoſtles power , 'to-beſtow it upon 
any', as is: Ignorantly imagined, 
and as I have already made to ap- 
r ; and therefore ſo to think,were 
abſurd and ridiculous : for it is the 
r= God, Afs 5. 32. and Afis 
. 20, | | 
2, I anſwer, you do much mi- 
ſtake your ſelves , for the power of 
giving the Holy Spirit, nor ceaſed, 
r Gods hand 1s not ſhortened, he is 
the ſame nF, tro day, and for | 
ever : he:that is unchangeable, is the | 
giver thereof; the Lord Jeſus re | 
ceived of his Farther this promiſe, | 
and this promiſe he hath given, and 
doth give, and will yet make good 
unto his people, Ezerh. 39, 29. Aﬀs 


& | 


ROC OO 


(#38) 

'2;Bvut $9; Genet. -yourReafon, 
tyourlay has: iohus-&; IPCATE xbbieces, 
eds by the) practidc > thercot: 'at this 
:dayz:.torit bo many -perfons 
Have [hands Jai wes them to'this 
bd yer, thoſ@ Extraordinary vifes 
chaye 1never:$dllowed torany' tne of 

thats bur\bothchey and the admi- 
ailioarors arg; and remaih agother 
mNGQn, 1:2 0! MLITU 21) -3 Dilk ; 15; A 
v1 Anfio. Firku!mindr your ablur- 
«&y &/ the power 15 not ceaſed, God 
15 the ſame, ; 
-11024! WWiheteas you fays we iraiſe 
23 104]13 end 5 he pages ASH 

bo>What Ien;:agatr/yotl ade milky 


| ken), brim your! lad 
yohi-arg droſays cwedadodf 
241: do, ſ645;whwhvis that Þnevey yer 


teard; 2þ brothe-Judgmensiof! any 
patio pratiſg: indtrcrsHap 
poſe y ouig MmOng 20 11 | 


F,09: "Bur YOU "ok For allrhis: pre 
Bic, 5 we Tolngin as ae? mand 


anſiver, | © oC 
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It rs very. erug 2 buv)we maycatily: 
ſce your fore, which veiſh the Laxd 
may. heal: among iyoui;' and that is 
this z if you ett {deat fignor a 
wontler;'' you, would believe: : : Bob 
taktheed you may notboras unwors 
thy af-2r: 5:25 the! generarian! unto 
whom C hriit (pake;'M4c 12483399 
8&:1'6; T, 2,3: and a; i511. O1 £31190 97! 
. : Box my fclf,,it was ny Fudgmeny 
and practiſe in this way of God, chav 
I ought wobe abedienr;, or tor whar 
' I ſhould receive , but becauſe th 
Lord-jctus'rnuyht and letr fuch a 
way »f08:ibelievers::towait'. wor 
him #n//Ber þwonld have you knyw4 
[did gexer - yetld .obedredct utes 
Chriſt in any of his wayes, bur F'did 
indeavany/ to; excrtioovfanth- Gpon 
hin 'thbreing' angbay for his 
fence and blefling withypec in thens't 
and this I muſt re}-you;- that it is 4 
rotton-principle)(ndilthat which 
God willnevera pptoveof 5 tor any 
one 't9//yeitd obedience to him, 
ou K 2 mecrly 
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meerly becauſe they ſhall. receive 
ſuch or ſuch a gift from him. . 

And I wiſh this may not be an 
evil of many Profeſſours in this our 
day ;: not only thoſe, who have been 


; in. our practiſe, but in yours alſo ; 


who: have. upon ſuch | one ſub- 
mirred , propounding ſuch or- ſuch 
benefirs ro themſelves : then miſſing 
of their ends, they have been offen- 
ded, .and ſo have rejeted the Word 
ofthe Lord , and the good wayes of 
God: 2 | 

Alas, we may ſay, when we have 
done; all ,* we; are unproficable Ser- 
vants , 'and; having done thewhole 
will of God. we have nced of pa- 
tience, . fs :] | 
- Wedoconfeſs we are weak, and 
poſſible may: come under ithat 're- 
proot the Apoſtle gives the Hebrew 
Church, (who were under this prin- 
ciple of Chrifts Do&rine, as well as 
we, ) that for the time we might 
have been Teachers ; yet we _ 

nee 
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need to be ta %+: ain: but this is 
our Comfort, that God doth in "ny 
meaſure accept of us; and thoug 

we have but a little ſtrength, yet it's 

our duty to hold faſt the' Word of 
the Lord ; and in ſodoing , we are 
confident he will approve of us, Rev. 
3. 8,9, 10, Burthis we know, . that 
the people of God , though never ſo 
mk indued with his wiſdgme, 
were ſtill fools in the wiſe VWerlds 
account , as poſhble we may bein 
your. eyes: and though we are fo ac- 
counted by you , yet learn to know, 
that God makes uſe of fooliſh in- 
; ftruments, 

And therefore farther to this, I 
may ſay, that what God beſtows 
upon us in this, or any af his waycs, 
It is our duty to be thankful ro him 
for : and if we can lcarn this leſſon, 
ro makea right uſc of what we have 
received , we may be confident of 
receiving more from God. 

Likewiſe to call this a principle, 
K 3 tO 
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{to wity Jayurgon.of hands upotrbe- 
lievers Baptized, as ſuch)! is)Jor'to 
grant, as 'you ſay , that one:of the 
toundation-ſtonesis now loſt gut is 


inked again reftbred 5; andthareo 
4rs right uſe, which hath beenifor a 


. ney ' a '\wrong': mater 
& and -now'by you, who! 
-"'tPbur '{econd Reaſon 18/,/ithatrhis 
laying on' of: 'hands. caniior'be: rhe 
'Princysle., becaiiſe this laying-on of 
hands is there 'talled a Dodtbrine 3 
bur that laying on: of handsro give 
the' Holy! Spirit', was'!never once 
taught 1n all the New Teſtament; no 
nor by tierhar praftiſed ar.'. /> 
Tanfwer, fioſt, taking notice that 
the !oppolers'/of this truth of' Chriſt 
aorce nor 5 fort Mr Hayrifſon in' his 
Touchſtone; as he calls ir'; of: this 
truth”; 'affirms -the Jaying 'on -of 
hadds;-:in Hebi 8. 2. to be meant 
upon pcrſons for healing , which 15 
th&laying on'of Rands ſpoketrof bnd 
yi pPTIO- 
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| promifeilsiits 44a 6 ark$. verf; and 
Mr Xiffin, he afhirmed in hisdifpttte 
with | Choinbitlapparnetlay ying 
'6n of haftdes is AAF3. andi{is:1g1Þ. 
5 notabRparine. praſitchble raail 
Saints bur. was * x" ter mhc 
oe pany Jul eſpcl;anditns 
15 Mr Fertyes - udgenatnhans yguumay 
{ce lthei9:pag ori $ book;pramd 
1o they unuertand, 16,4..werſ. 
t , how tarth {0::cha 
holdryexth:: layiug omof handstes 
healing,-t6 be the foundation-prigk 
ciples. Habs, 6. 2. '4ndthe cher: _= 
$0,be! force. 'Covfuaation ofthe 
Gofpeli,: Abd. ſo @ fhundation-prine 
Ciple, g3dBinded ro thebdebrewso} 
But:gow-. as Mr..Hearioriandi yr. 
Kiffin di —— other ; {od 
theſe differ likewite:fyats chem: 
ſay thoyaleying on o5lifnds hertzn 
oh 67313,” Was: upien perfonsote 
officc,.; oAth which 51 as youihavy 
beardsjang, may plainly fee, compa 
_ Spiizual hingh _—_ RE. 


un- 
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antrue ; bux"more of this in the next 


Chapens,”: : ; 
_ 2-2, Youſayy this laying'on of hands 
(to wit, upon believers as ſuch) can-. 


not be the principle , 4nd that be- 
cauſe the laying on of 'hands, in 
Heb. 6. 1, 2; is there called 'a Do- 
&rine; which laying on of hands,you 
minde was upon perſons to office, 
 Anſw, Idogrant, that laying on 
of hands TR toofhce, is 
the Do&rine or Teaching 6f Chriſt, 


_ his wilt and minde unto his people ; 


wherein they ought,as they have oc- 


caſion,to be exerciſed,8 that for the 


ood of the body of Chriſt ::But I do 
eny it, according to the anſwers al- 
r y given;in my book; and yet 
ſhall minde unto this, 'in the 3 
Chapt. that laying on of hands upon 
ons to office, was ever laid down 
2 foundation-principle; Neither is it 
your Reaſons in your 3 Chapt. thar 
will make it (O'to appear, and there- 
fore cannot be thar meant, Heb.4.2. 
- b\ « You 


= yas 

3.. You ſay,the laying on ofhands 

n believers as ſuch, for the recei- 

ving of the Spirit , was never once 
taught 1n all the New Teſtament ; 
no not by them that practiſed ir. 

Arſw, Firſt, that the Apoſtles did 
teach this unto believers as ſuch, ſee 
the ſecond Reaſon or ground, in my 
book, laid down tor the proof of this 
truth of Chriſt , which you may 
eakenotice of for the Confutartion of 
this Afſertion. 

2. Tanſwer further, thavthis were 
very ſtrange,that the Apoſtles ſhould 
adminiſter in this way unto belic- 
vers, whereunto believers as ſuch 
were obedient, ( as I have (ufficient- 
ly proved,) and yet this way or 
practiſe by the Apoſtles was never 
taught them; they not once(ſay you) 
taught or inſtructed thereunto: what 
may we gather from this Teaching 
ot yours > why ſurely this, thar thcre 
wereſome wayes, wherein the Apo- 
ſtles did adminiſter, and whereunto 
| ; be- 
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believers as. ſuch, were ,obedignt ; 
wherein they knew.their duty,, and 
the Apoſtles meanings,Withourtthejr 
Teaching. -O };that you might ſee 
your. weakneſs 43; thisyour ſtriving 
againſt truth. . - uu 
.  3,; That the Apoſtles did admi- 
niſter unto believers in this-way,and 
that this praQi{c of theirs believers 
were, obedient to , I think you dare 
not. deny, Now this being that as 
hath been plainly manifeſted” tg be 
thercaching', aotoncly of che Apo- 
les »; but of Chriſt himſelf: from 
whom they received their, amrhoriry 
for; whar they did z,,then thjs being 
ſo, for you. to jathrm the Apoſtles 
rever taught. this unto believers, 
Now what is this , but to puts lic 
npon the Spiric ot God, and laya 
ſtumbling bleck inthe wayes of his 
people? | | 
4. Let's minde further, was this 
Ordingnce - performed. ,, without 
prayer > A8s:$.,45+ they. prayed for 
j 


them, 


1 4 
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them, that they might. nceeve the Haly 
Sprytt..i Now wcre' theſe belicvers 
at Samayta in the Expectation 'antl 
practiſe: of chat the Apoſtles never 
taught. them'> Surely :, ;you . have 
caule £o'be humbled: tor: this:your 
wreſting' of , and decentful dealin 
with the Word oft the-Lord. - 
Again, herein you may ſee, what 
confution God:lcaves you to, who 
aro ;oppoſers of this truth : for Mr, 
Xiffn,he afhrms.in his diſpute with 
Doctor Chamberlain z/ that thoughir 
were a. principle and Doctrine of 
Chriſt , (to wit, laying on of hands 
upon 'beljevers,) yet ought nor to 
be praciiſed 3 but you deny tt to be 
exther principle or Do&rine, Sure- 
ly: by: this we may ſce, that Saran 
will lcave-nb ſtone unturned, it poſ- 
{ible he can overturn the truth.. | 
Your third Reaſon 1s , becau{& KF 
this laying on of hands (to wit,upon 
believers Baptized as/fuch) were the 
fonhdarion - principle -» then his 
-anjat very 


_ (149) 

_ Chorch. of the Hebrews , the 
firſt conſtituted Church in the New 
Teſtament after Chriſts Aſcenſion, 
(this Church being the ſame with 
that, As 1. and 2 Chapt.) had 
wanted a principle in Religion; 
which were very 'abſurd to ima- 
ine; for chey had not laying on of 
nds to this end, As the 8. being 
che firſt place, that ever this was 
practiſed : and (urely in all matters 
about worſhip, the written word 
muſt be our Rule, and to the Scrip- 
tures ſilence we muſt give conſent, 
according to the Proverb ; .where 
God hath not a Mouth to ſpeak , we 

muſt not have an car to hear. 

To which long diſcourſe or Rea- 
ſon of yours , whereby the truth 1s 
evaded, and ſomething Eclipſed, . 

I anſwer, that this Church of 
Ciriſt did wait upon God in this 
way , contrary to what you bave 
ſpoken : and this I do affirm : for if 
they continued jn the Apoſtles Do- 
Ariney 


0. ME 
arine, then in this praQiſez it be- 
—_ the Apoſtles did reach , (as 
betore is plainly diſcovered in the 
ſecond Reaſon , laid down in my 
book , for the proof of this truth, 
likewiſe in the anſwer there to an 
Objection , ) bur they did continue 
in the Apoſtles DoGrine, As 2.42. 
therefore in their obedience to this 
ruth : read the 41, and 42 werſes. 
And therefore, As 8. was not the 
firſt place that ever it was praQtiſed; 
Neither were they in As 2. with- 
out this principle in Religion ; for as 
I have ſaid, how ſhould they con- 
tinue in the Apoſtles Doatrine, and 
yet ſhort in the principles thereof > 
and therefore the minde of God be- 
ing chus declared , it plainly dif- 
covers his mouth ſpeaking to you, 
and that your cars ſhould be obe- 
dient. 

But you proceed further, and ſay, 
they had not laying on of hands to 
this cnd , becauſe rhey — the 

Xta- 


(142) 


Extraqrditiary gitts of the Holy Spi- 


ri withaur it., - Þ! | 
2»: anſwerz- firſt raking notice you 
{ay, that-thoſe 'in 4s the 1. and 2; 
were netamder itbut: this;as before 
15galſe: but:if your ſaying:were:true, 
that they were not under:iv;' then] 
pray: you. 16 what end aid theyire- 
cctye:tt> why, ſurely by your Reaz 
ſon'they did. not recetveit,'. ) Yet you 
ſay, they, had nat laying.on of hands 
to this end;”berauſe / they received 
the Extraordinary gitts of che:Holy 
Spirit ; without! it; and ſo;inftance 


i 


Afts 2.14 24191445, Verſyt i! 1761 | 
{";iTo whichLanſiver, 'they that are 
there {aid to receive the Holy Spivie, 
were: under/.the! promide>thereot , 
without' any 'more- Baptizingiwwith 
water : this was the promiſezand 
the Command'ot Chriſt ynwoichem, 
Luke 24.49, 50, Behold, I will 'faud 
the premiſe of my Father upon your Lut 
taryy ye at Jeraſalem, until you lt in- 
aued with power from on bigh and = 

811 22 ed 


(143) | 
led themout, asfar as to Bethany, 4nd 
lift up bus hands and Ueſſed them : and 
AQs 1 15. (faith Chriſt to his Diſ- 
ciples) J John. truly Baptized with wa- 
Ra but ! you ſh ſhall be Baptized with the 
Hoy x jr bt many aayes hence : (ee 


ons age it WEFe chas wittſthe 

Apoſtles y4/and: thoſe who were im- 
metiately'undcr this promiſe; yer'l 
>> affirm,thac thoſe rhree Thos ahd, 
who'are m'Afs 2, 4T. and 42, Ver}. 
there ſaid gladly to recerue the Worth 
and to be Baptized, and were added to 
this Church, were under this penile: ; 
and that, 

1 1, 'Becauſe they (rwo wit, thoſe 
ſpokeni of in the 41. and 42 veif.) 
were!ingr” immediately under 'the 
promiſe; (as thoſe ſpoken of in the 
2, 354. and 5 werſ.) bur I mayſay 
condirionally , as the Apoſtle faith 
verſ,'38; and' 39. Repent and be. Bap- 


tized for the Remi (101 of ſi Jn ) 
Pad yecerve the gift of a Holy = 
or 


2 IR. ee, EE 


a 
for ( ſaith he) the promiſe « to you, 
and to your Children , and to all that aye 


| 

{4 

| | df aroff, evento as many as the Lord our 

h God ſhall call ; where you may ſee, he 
'_ - doth annex the end of this. Ordi- 

- nance, ( to wit ). the promiſed Spi- 


'W 

l + ” Tit, unto faith and Bapriſme. ++ - + 
| :... 2, If the Apoſtles did not teach 
'" - laying on oft handsuntotheſe Jews, 


P77 41, they had beendefecive 
| ina principle of Chriſts Dodrine,of 
what Chriſt taught unto them, as 
Heb. 6. 1. 
it Bur the Apoſtles did teach laying 
E - on of hands to theſe Jews, as Heb. 5, 
| and 12, compared with the 6. 1, 2, 
werſ. doth manifeſt z and rhercfore 
were not defective in Chriſts Do- 
F ; Arine: which Hebrews by your own 
| | .confeſſion, were the Jews ſpoken of, 
F in As 2. | 
Now I would query of you, whc- 
| ther you will ſtill affirm, (upon due 


- conſideration of this alſo) 


; .- ©, That che Apoſtle Peter , having 
Fee : col 


(t45) 
told the = , in As 2.38. that 
God would make good this promiſe 
of giving his Spirit unto ehem, upon 
| their obedience unto him , w r 
- you will till affirm, that he did not 
A@-in the {ame manner , for their 


' being made partakers thereot , as he - 


lf did with thoſeart Samariz, As 8.07 
| as Paul did with thoſe at Epbeſie, 
| Ads 19, or upon Timothy at Derbe 
tf or Lyſfra, as in my book I have 
| minded, | 
Surely, I think, upon due confide- 
ration, you dare nor ſo aftrm z Net- 
ther deny what I have written, and 
herein queryed, to be truth. 


So that it deth appear m the con- 


ſecond Chapr. that you are miſtaken 
in the laying on of hands, which, ſay 
you, is not and cannot. be meanrz 
Heb, 6; 2. 
- Your 3. Chapter contains, accor- 
ding-to your miſtaken Judgementy 
What Jaying- on of hands is and 
of "ih muſt 


; 
| clufion of the Examination of your 
n 
) 


(746) 
mult be. meant z 'Heb, 6. 2, 

And therefore _—_ : « For 
che berter reſolving of this Queſti- 
xs on ;\- we-mult take notice ,rhat it 
x5 is Jaying-on of hands herein the 
:fingular Number; therefore can 
$þbe bur one laying on of hands, 
forhariscalled here a principle;and 
c« nor more, as. ſome would have it ; 
«for then it ſhould be layings on of 
« hands inthe plural Number, 

Theſe arc al your own Words, 


which I do the ratizer cire , becauſe 


I doown them to be words of truth : 
bur. I pray you, who would have it 
in the plural: Number 2 why ſurely 
your ſelves ; and thercfore rake o- 
cice;thart herein'you arc alſo divided, 
and..agree not'1n-crucitying” of the 
truths fee the'7 Page of Mr>Hayri- 
ſais:Touchſtone, > | 1! 
But now, ſay you, this being con- 
ſidered , we muſt remember what 
wentbefore, thavit-is norlayingon 
othands for healing , -nor for giving 
$4 ©; 4.4 oe | { 


\,, _ ERA. 
the Extraordin fis of che:Noty 
Spirſ, 7 +=>798 275/203 200080! 

I Anſwer, that it was ebt{Or hed. 
ling;bhavebefrvproved ;fd your 
labour 4n'ch& provt- of this/wighe 
have been-ſparetlunlefsic had bour 
by any of us affirmcd t:Byr rhatit 
was. for” the giving'of thepitt ot cle 
Spirity'&0 aifrm : for the gift of the 
Spiric is 'the promiſe of God/uwfto 
believers Baptized, as fuch  A8s 
2, 38," $82. 

- Now whereas: you would have 
the Extraordinary gitrs ofthe Holy 
Spirit, to be the endot this Ordi- 
nance! you /ate- {till:tniſtaken , as T 
have alrcaty made-toappear,tharke: 
i5 the end no-more of vhis ordinancey? 
then of 'the preaching of the- wotd- 
and/prayet : it may: wan offe& of 
them,ot vfrivit of the Spirit of God,; 
being given therein y bur theiproper - 
end'of neither of themy' 7 - | 
- But' ſay you, layirif on ot hands, 
iff Heb. 6. 2. _— be theantfor rhe. 

a 's 2 QT - 


of mane _ hegli 


quary abour thas Wicked {ayingon | 


(148) 


endijaingof! of : and this you 


labour to, rhake appear by. ſcvcral 


uments. 
Wo "Say you. ic myſt be la Yiog on 


page e Extig0 vr nd i" ik 20050 


ifts of gh 
Spitix , or for 0 opt eerie 


Meer, "lt neither for healing the 
fick , not for giving the Extraoxdis 
nary. gitrs of che Holy S irit ; there- 
or ordaining of officers, 

Arſw. Your firlt propoſition Ido 
grant » ( confidering what I, have 

kenz wherein you have miſſed the 
right” of laying..on 'of hands; 
which is che fi undarion-principle, ) 
for, not. the Xtraordinary ifes of 
the Spiric; but the Spirit it ſelf is H 
par this Ordinance. This conſi- 
dered,.1 do grant, that one of thoſe 
3 laying on of,hands', is the founda- 
cion-principle z yer if there be but 3 
ends of laying on of hands in the; 
Scripture ,. then. why did any of you 


eg 


of hands in Lake SHf2, werſ”. as you 
may ſce' Mr. Gyiffith' rakes bello 
— the 38 Page of tis book of 
che. &'principles;” 

'Now'to- your'{ecohd propoſition : 
a :you,'it is for healing the 
lick, nor for giving the Holy Spirit ; 
hath been already 

ſccond Chapcer, 

'To which I anſwer , thar iewes 
not for healing the ſick , I have al- 
ready granted. Bur chat ic was for 
the giving of the Holy Spirit, 1 have 
as-you may plainly ſee, in iy Expo: 
firionof you ſeegnd Chapt. plamly 
diſcovered 2 \ Lhd herefpre con- 
clufion' proves falſe, thar ir muſt be 
wy ointing of officers. 

Your ſecond Argument ,- that 
yin on'9f "hands upon officers, 
e hete meant ; becorife'lh aying 

on of hands,. Heb. 6; 1. istalled a 
DoAying: ,'and"'therefore' mult be a 
a gon of hafids, which 4s' ſome- 
elſc taught; bur the $(her lay- 

L 3 mg 


ready” proved 1 "your 
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ing :90.-of hands- was- ever Ofiee 
$313ght « $3.3 G4 | | 


2:7 57} Ya 
-0 691», I be. filly an{weree:this 


Argument , as may be'plainly feen 
in-my Anſwer 390your tecond Rea- 
Jon. \1nyour (rang: Cha pter7 3750 
n 


umenercfer you. 44} ; [2 

But only thus mugh, þ would fur- 
aha rpinnde y99w Wet this layup on 
ot hangs ypont believers;/as flicby was 
ihe-Dodknne of Chris: Heby ber. 
The Mord ox Oracle of, Godz:Hek. 
$,+2.\47].. and\ahax{or thisRea- 
(Org thecanle Gotoh beat witnels 
£945 bod SPirsdd is 8.17; 60: 2906, 
witleiny: ggthparee with-Haby Ri 4. 
is plainly dif that whay God 
didh hoapwieneht t9;by the gift ofthis 
Do Fe ;Was ebnftmed. to bei 


prtlgf Chats whichmulk nav 
neglegicd, as in thex. 3. verſe, > 1 
:; Fulgher 40: anſwer a query COf 
.yous) 0Vf-MAkINg.) you (cek 19 re+ 
tolve ,.286 4hc: hÞg&ls' pf.your 


Argu- 


ment : 


<>) 
ment:. I ſhall bs... this Query.: 
Query, Whether perſons _ 
rance of laying on of hands , be a 
ſuſhctent, ground to! deny any.one» 
the adminiſtration of Baptifme.-" 
.To which I anſwer, No ; and that 
for this Reaſon : hs | 
Becauſe we do ſuppoſe young Pro-. 
feſlors to be Ionon hind heatieh 
if any. one- doth propoſe him(ſetf foe 
obedience unto Chrift ,- and than in 
Baptiſme, he is to be Baptized Inud 
infiruccd ; acgontingrrd che'Com- 
miſhon dur Sayiourgives, Afanedd 
I9-Aand 20, : Traching therey (tow iby 
thoſe, ghat'are: ed} lo oforue 
alh thejpges) $ie 2 cBubiiEagyabeerichu 
be, Bapeiacd& rand SHhfirgfted , (th 
refuſe; ſuboifion:rocoher of the 
| Commands of Chriſt,cither through 
ignoranceorobltinacyneheyarenuot 
nes »with , bur-ro 
rovVed 3”: ; >} 
Ae whereas you (ay, 
it is-fore againf} our wills, if we may 
<11$35 L 4 r.ot 


MS nn ECO E—_—_ 
- 


(152) 

not ſuddenly lay hands on thoſewe 
do:Baprize; if by che Word ſudden- 
A oudo-minde a time for perſons 
inſtructed; -that you do allow 
oX laſkru&ion to come between 
cheir being Baprized, and having 
hands laid upon them , then we do 
z for chere is no ſoul, that 
go to follow Chriſt,.-But is our 
delire, they ſhould receiveand walk 
w' abedience to the whole Doarine 

of-Chriſt, 

- / Fufther, Icannor but rake notice, 
bow.onfidens you are that laying on 
ofihands tooffice,in ARs 1323. was 
injoyncd and'C \ by the 
Holy Spirit, andrhac the laying on 


of hands uponbelicvers, was never 

_ the NCCIINENE arg Holy 
pirie. : :-.:5 

Anſw. Surely, Ir isnor there ws 

ſo, and therefore you do bur ſuppoſ 

it to be ſo; for'is 26/4 any es 
- mand expreſſed i in thofe Gorſes, for 


that © — I grant there is 
; Exatn- 


Wy 1, > NES. 
Example , which 1s of weight, and 
Inn: | 
- But whereas you ſay , we have no 
Command "for the laying on of 
hands upon believers ; Surely, if 
\uch a Command as here you bring; 


would have ſerved you, your mou 
had-been long before this ſtopped z 
for is there not as much command 
from the Apoſtles practiſe in'theſe 
Scriptures, A#s 8. 17, and'1g. 6. 
as there is for whar'you affirm, from 
ARs 13.3. Burthis know, for whar 
I now plead, we have Commarid as 
well as Example, 'as'is fully diſco- 
vered'in anſwer to this Objection 
mzadeby you, (to wir, ) that wehave 
no'conimand for laying on-of hands 
vpon baievers Baprrzed as ſuch. 

3. Your third Argument, becauſe 
this laying on of hands , (to wit) on 
officers, this Church'of the Hebrews 
had firactiſed —_— them, A8.6.6. 
they laid their hands upon the Deg- 


cons to aſſign them to office ; but 
cone 


wcrc. ſct apart 


I 

none of the other Jaying on of hands 
was praiſed amongſt them., that 
you nde. 4 £1) 40 I» Fe 44H] 

. I Anſwer fir(},, to the firſt partof 
your Argumens,;,.that this laying on 
of hands.(to wit, upon officers) was 
praciſcd in this Church of cthe;He- 


brews, Ido grant, and ſo.ought to 


be the practiſe gf allChurches 1n this 
matter of appointing. officers-; it 
being the way, and order of. God in 
t _—_ » according as they, ſhall 
Ande occaſion thgreot.,  _ - : 

, - Bug, char this laying on of hands 


. 
4 - 44 


was,.cver laid downthe foundgrion- 


principle in Heb.6.2, I dodeny: 
-..L. Becauſe laying on of hands ja 
As 6. 6.. was; asI have minged-in 
my book) UPOGPRFHCUAr men,who 
of particular offices, 


- o 


andrhat for the good of the.Church 
= Chriſt ; this was not co Babes, 
bux ſtrong men : bur the Apoſtle 
reckons up the Hebrews Babes,Heb, 
5-12 13., but ghcſe were frogs 

ws WNnO 
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who were-fitito yedim the 
work of the Miniſtry , ſucb;as. the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of in#Hrbug ot 4.4ho 
by Reaſqn of uſe ; hadtheryſences exer- 
Cſed to di[ceri/ both gaod gndeuil.- SUN 
who were gone beyond thoſe {poken 
of in;the 12..and 13 ,yenf{- being n'8 
Capacity of Teachinggorhers ,:and 
therefore, ,thrs laying) on” of. hands 
cannot be that meant; Heb. 6.22:,01 
: But we may ſafcly conclude , that 
laying on of hands upen belicvefs, 
for the receiving of the Holy Spirit, 
may be here meant, and that for 
theſe Reaſons. iT; 

\ I, Bkcauſc every Babe is capable 
thereof; which they are not ofthe 
former, - 1 {|| Ions £5 Be 
. . 12, Becauſe every Babe hath need 
thereof ;; 'which he hath” nor of the 
former. 

2:34 Becauſe we finde Babes inthe 
praiſe: thereof , As 8.'17. Als 
19.6, yea, the Hebrews , when 
Babes ,-were in this. praiſe z they 
lcarnt 
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Jearnt 'it- nthat condition : 5 Heb, F. 
T'* 13s" 

2. Becauſe officers are not for the 
being , bar the well-being of a 
Chnurch of Chriſt. "When things 
zre/ nor in ſuch a Capacity, as 1n 
their beginning, to watch over 'one 


| another zthen they arc to'conſider of 


ſome a ſt themſclves, according 
to their me, (whoare faichful) 
into wrt” hands, in the Name of 
Chriſt, cheygive authoricy,commit- 
ting the Charge of the houſe of God 


unto them, 


Alſo we finde the Candid 


the ſervice of God laid , ' and a houſe 


unto God builr, before there were 
officers choſen amongſt them ," as 
thefe Scriptures do witnefs,' Afs'13, 
1,2,3,4. Chapt. 14. 23. Tit,1.5; 

And tenets ing on of hands 
upon perſons to off ce; is not the 
foundation: - princi iple minded in 
Heb, 6, 4. 

ar che ſoeond part of your propo- 


ſttion, 


(157) | 
firton, whetcas you ſay: thar-none 
| of the other laying on ofhands was 
| practiſed amonglt chem: thisis falſe; 


| for the contrary hath been already 
| proved that the: Jews in As the2. 
were under it z yea, they were inthe 
| praiſe ares 00 it was milk for 
| Babes, Heb: 5. 12, ſo that, (as your 
| former Arguments did pots) neither 
| doth. this prove - the- laying on of 
hands upon, perſons to office , to be 
the foundation-principle, Heb. 6. 2. 
verſe, TOTS, 

4. - Your fourth Argument is this. 
|. Becauſe this laying on of hands 


in force z the other ewo not capable. 
to. be practiſed , nor have been for 
many hundred of years. 

1, VVhereas you ſay, this laying: 
on of hands;, ( to wit, upon officers ) 
jonly remains to be practiſed : 


In miſtaken ; For, as hath bcen'al- 


upon 


(to wit) upon officers,onely remains. 


To which I anſwer, you are here-- 


cady:.mapifeft 2. laying on of bands: 


AS IIS Ba eoKee RE, 


> —_— , 
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upon believers as fuch, being an Or- 
dinanceof Chriſt, is tillin torce for 
rheir obedicfice; and therefore capa- 
ble ro —— EY {+4412 

: 22; reas 'you- {ay';! that this 

laying on of hands upon believersas 
ſuch , hathnot been capableofpra- 

&iſc for many hundrcd of years; i 
i T Anſwer, it is very true ; bur let's 
conſider what's the Reaſon that this 
Ordinance of Chriſt ' was not capa- 
bleto be praiſed , is not the ſame. 
why other Ordinances of Chriſt 
were uncapable of praCtiſez was it 
not becauſe. of that contuſion”, 'or 
Myſtery of Intquity , thathath long 
reigned, 'and dorh eo this day?>- 

- 3.' T anſwer, / if the promiſe of 
God, which is the end of rhis Ordi- 
nance (ro-wir, laying on ofhands 
up5n-bchevers - as {uth , )-/ be ' now 
made good tpon his people'y/ then 
they areeapable of this Ordinance, 

Bug -rhe-pronviſe of God* is ill 
made good untg his people; "18s 4 

rn Gag 3 b 


| IEP) 

1 38. it being made unto them : "fot 
| Chrift is the ſame Yeſterday,to day, 
[and for &ver; and his Word, yea and 

Amen. Likewiſe this Ordinance 
; {| was 'the way or means through 
; I which God made good his "rote: 
- Jas is plainly ſeen, A#s 8.17.8 19.6. + 

Therefore I conclude, rhey are ca- 

; {pable of this Ordinance : and there- 
{lore neither 'dorh this Argument of 
- {yours, ſcrve the purpoſe you bring 
! git to. 
| 5. Your fifth Argument ; becauſe 
 ſthis laying on of hands (to wr,upon 
officers) coticcrns the whole Church, 
; [which 'is' "neceſſary 'a principle 
ſhould do ; bur rhe other do not con- 
f Jcerh the whole, as T have ſhewed. 
= | To which Tanſwer, | 
S | 1. That there are many things 
/'fthat do 'concern the whole Churc 
1 Þf Chriſt, which are'no principles 
of ehe' foutidation ; as for Inftance, 
breaking of Bread, with ma ny other 


. [ties (which oy ve RE) 
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doth concern the whole , and yct ng 
principle of the foundatzon 3 and 
therefore this conſidered, your Argu- 
ment 15 voud. | [a 

2. Whercas you ſay, itdoth con- 
cern the whole body as a principle : 

Bur I pray, how doth your Argu- 
ment make it to appear, that it is 
one of the principles, Heb.6. 2. verſ, 
which if your Argument were gopd, 
it ſhould do. 
 Idogrant, that laying on of hands 
upon officers , doth concern the 
whole body, (and that thus) God 
having appointed this way and order 
in his houſcsfor ſetting perſons apart 
for office,” . Now this way and or: 


| der, the Churchof Chriſt ought to 


maintain; and this doth concern 
them as well as a. principle of the 
foundation. doth concerne , themy| 
which yet is not the principle, Heb, 
6.2, and therefore you, are miſta- 
ken ; for 1--have alrcady ſheweg 


4 - 


(361) 

belicyersias ſuch: doth'concern;the 
whole: boxty / ca (very) partictilar 
member thereot., 'as« the. principle, 
Hib. 6:2, and that asirhey are Babes 
Lenny > TIRE I EA Pn 
lence.dorb: aig 5 bur to ſome: pargici- 
lars, who areftrongimen,as is beloje 
minded 5, though of concernmentto 
the whale, |: - 10119153: 19% 

* 413; >WWhercas you Tay, lyon:tave 
ſhewol. how: theyarher dogh'jmot 
concerfiiythe; whole . yow thay by 
whan; 'T have taidg plainly ;fce /YOur 
miltakeywythich I wiſh we Lond-may 


ſhew unto you, x tor laying!i orizot 


hands-upon belicygrsy. as fucby/doth 
£gncernithe wholabgdy, not only as 
*# principle,  but.as the principle, as 
4s before diſcovered; {1 | : 1 1) 
»/, Bur yOu, have aſerming. Reaſono 
, Pidve your Argument, which ts, He- 
cauſe every members boun{o lixe 
under; he: Government, af. rhe 
-Ciurch; and tobe-gbedient ronherr 
vfi:ers3-10 «whom che rulc amd garc 


M 08 


{182 } 
of 'the whole Ghurch is committed ; 
and rherefore'this muſt be the prin- 
caple, Heb, 6.2, £42120 
-"Azſw.To'which T anſwer, granting 
your propoſition , yet denyihg your 
-Goticlhuſion :' becauſe it's every ones 


duty to maintain communion with 


'the Church in breaking of Bread , 
doth it therfore follow that breaking 
of Bread is a-foundation-principle > 

' (Thus yot-ray fee the weakneſs of 


. your: Reaſons, which -you'brangto 


prove laying op of hands:upon per- 
1ons to ofhice;'to bt the foldation- 


principle, #eb.8,2, 


As for your Phraſe, of laying on 


- ot hands upon'perſons” to office, that 


ir holds forththe Government of the 
Church : I ſhall not at this time'en- 


ter rhe 'Uebate rhercof ; thongh T do 


Judge there -is forme exceprion'in it, 
as it's laid dowtvby you, : -/> - 


> 1 Bur yow-further fayz't infotce 
what you have ſpoken , thar'this is 
. the. very order '0f the pririciples, 


as 


= I . | 

as they are laid days, Heb.is. 2. 

. I Anfwer,thathgre again you.ate 

miſtaken: tar layang-on'of hangs pp- 

on per{2ns;40 office, 15 np foundar- 

on-principle »/ as: haye altcady 

ED: cot cuo h 
And therefore what the prineiple 


is we .contend-for , which 1s indeed 


that in'order there laid downy 1 ſhall 
jurther clear unto. you by;this Argur 
Mmentt-:. > 19S 1» hls 
That which was adminiftred;next 
in order; after Baptiſme, is che {guar 
gation-principle, But laying 09 of 
bands. upon þclicvers Baprtized., as 
{uch, was adminiftred. next in order 
afref! Baprifme ; ' and. therctore the 
foundaſtion-principle , as 1c is dif 
dow, Heb. 6. 2, 1 1 +40 
2b; That tit was ddminiftred next 
worder after Bapriſmczis very plain 
from As 8, 17, and 19,6, © Where 
when they were Baprized , they had 
hands laid upon them : and in this 
very order 1t ts laid down , in Heb. 
"8, ALB M 2 2, Thar 
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+5, Fhat? |... on of hands 
Was upon beliewirsBdprized auch, 
is1kewiſeplainJromthole places of 
-StFeptureJand-thetefoterhis laying 
'$&-65F hands muſt; be there meant; 
the foundation - principle , -in- Heb, 
y- 2117] 30 TROVE OT 13 wn 
| -Abd(6 inthe nextplace, I'fay 
ft with lyou;tharBapiuſmeand laying 
Oo hands iv neceffatynro a right 
and- orderly Church-conſtitutzion : 
bi#twhereds you fay; Bapriſme was 
wid belicversingthe Church, 
{of gs! tneando as ro joyn them 
nicmbersof the'body, then)'I do de- 
* fy-ie : for! their addujor'th ithe 
jt; Church followed afrer theit Bap- 
i tiſhie'4 as I have-fully provediimrmy 
Fi book, (in Anſwer to an Objctwn, 
4 followiris my: ſecond Reafor given 
for the proot-of this truth, y-'trom 
Atis 2.42, + WI2Et OVA INCO)T!? 
Laſtly, Whereas you ſay, thatithis 
is the Judgement. of moſt 'Modern 
and later VVriters upon'this Text, | 
| Hel, 
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Neb. 6.2. or which: you inſtance 


Dottar:Gowuge, Wilſow, Trap, and: Catt- 
wel ; ol ono its hi attagtg, 
iſp. Titcar-you beihg ſo:much 
learned iti: theſe:mens. Judgements, 
makes you the lefs/knowingz in the 
SErIpeutes0' 1:1! - 275d roy 

2,, Had you had ſufficient/Feſti- 
monty. tor what you ſaid from the 
Scripture , as in your Reaſons: you 

rctend to have,then what need you 
inſtance theſe mens Judgements ; 
unleſs you did ,thinki ,: (as I think 
you do not, ) that what they ſpake 
were:Oracles > and therefore, . 

3. Doth not this diſcover;in ſome 
meaſure, the weakne(s:of your Rea- 
{ons or arguments before minded, 
for. what in this Chapter you have 
afſhrmed > Surely , by this your ar- 
gumen:s were not -good , that you 
muſt run to theſe mens Judgements; 
and [I m— ( you having recor- 
ded ahis Teſtimony for your: Judge- 
mene in coubtdir Chaptcr ,) you 
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(166) 
yvere not aſhamed 10 your fourth 
GChaprer,) ito declare, that our beſt 
argument for this praiſe, is the 
Common Prayer book , if the Jadg- 
ments of men ſhould end rhis con- 
rroverſie ; unleſs you do Judge theſe 
men you bring , did not love: the 
Common Praycr book , or. there 
were not amongtt rhoſc that did love 
it, men. paftakers of as much wiſ- 
dome, as theſe you inſtance. 

Now what would you ſay, if T 
ſhould now inſtance, that laying on 
of: hands according to the ſence I 
have minded, was the Judgements 
ofas good men,according to the teſt, 
( although it was by them wrongly 
applycd,) as thoſe you do bring : 
will you ſay , that this is therefore 
tryc > I do think you would ner, 
othcrwiſe you would not have in- 
{tanced rhe Common Praycr book : 
well, chough this maybe done , yer 
Imuſt cell you , that we have a more 
ſure word of Propheſic, and this is 
that 


TRE) 7 


that1. do deſire to ftand unto, and tg 


he arid by, and nos by ens Judge 
ments z and therctorc. now do rctcr 
what I have ſpoken , to be trycd by 
the Scriptures ; ang the Lord haſten 
aclcar diſcovery of his truth,in whar 
I have now written , and make you 
ſenſible wherejn you Laye wreltcd 
the good Word of the Lord, from 
the proper and truc mcaning thcrcot: 
and (o f hall proceed to your fourth 
and laſt Chaptcr. 


Your 4. Chapter , which dati 
comain, according tg your miſtaken 
308 eMent , that the laying on gf 

F: — by ſome 1n tlicſe 0ur 
daycs , on all Bapgizoed believers, 
was neyer inſtituted, commanded,or 
practiſed, by Chriſt or his Apoltles, 
in all che New Teſtament. 


And herein, ſay you, doth lie the Þ 


ſtreſs of this controverhie 3 which 
doth occaſion this your writing, to 
undeccive and reduce thoſe who 
M 4 arc 
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arc'uyder the vanity of his prattiſe, 
and to prevekr vrhers froin owning 
of, and ſubmitring-to ſuch a Sctip- 
tureleſs thing'/as this is, &c!' 
* Aſs. Firft, T hope” the! Reader 
will well co:ridet' 6f what I have 
written in'Ah{werrto your book, and 
inthe diſcoyery ÞT have'made ( ac- 
cording” to 'the' meaſure of ' faith I 
have recctved?) in this book, of this 
truth of Chriſt , beforc he do, ( as 
.you too confidently ' have” already 
done ) paſs Judgement upon this 
truth: the Lord give you to {ce 1t,and 
to repent, leſt God ſuffer you ro go 
on tn labouring! to turn-poot Souls 
aſide from this truth, or right way 
of the Lord', and fo rodecetve and 
ſeduce rhoſe that are unſtable; to the 
belict of your lyes. * | 

2. I wiſh you may ſee the evil of 
your Language ( which this Chap- 
ter contains little elſc in it,-) which 
you, have vented forth” againſt this 

truth, and the maintainets thereof. 
| On! 


Fl + FRE 
Oh! how little theteiti you have ſa- 
voured of grace ,. and how much the 

' vanity of your .tiride is diſcovered; 
in feeking ro poſſeſle rhe hearts,of 
poor'Souls, with that which is nor : 
and therefore I may truly ſay (in 
ſtead of what you ſpeak of us, ) that 

ou fpeak cvill of rhe things you 
Eriow not, and call that a'{oundari- 
on-principle , which by yourargu- 
ments you prove not ; Neither have 

ou 'the leaſt word or warrant for it, 
in allthe New Teſtament. 

But now to make good your affer- 
tion ,, 'which 1s the ground of your 
4. Chapter, you have framed this +-# 
$yllogiſme. | 'S 

That which hath not one word of 
inſtitution , or command for ir, 'in 3 
all the New Teſtament, is no Ordi- |þ 
nance'ot Chriſt ; 'bur will-worſhip 
and Superſtition; 1 

| But this laying on of hands on all 
> | Baptized believers, hath not 'one 
word of inſtitution; or commiand for 
| Wpar ©; 
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it, in all the New Teſtament ;:there, 
fore, no Ordinance of Ghrift ,. but © 
will-worſhip and ſuperſtition, 

' To which Lanſwer, that praiſe 
which hath not one word of inſticu- 
tion or command. for it, in all the 
New Teſtament , (I do grant) 1s 
will-yorſhip and Superſtition. 

Bur that laying on of hands upon 
believers Baptized as ſuch , is with- 
our inſtityt:on or command from 
Chriſt ; this I do deny, the contrary 
being already made to appear, hoth 
in my anſwer to your book, and al- 
{o before, in what I have. written in 
my Book : and therefore it is) nat 


> your ſaying of what we doalcage, 
' ( wherein you minde RTIPENree we 


* alcage. 
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minde nor in this particular caſc,) 
that will prove there is not ; Neither 
your ſence and interpretations you 
put upon thoſe Scriptures we do 


I wiſh you'would confider , how 


you have wreſted thoſe Scriptures, 
: which 


(17T 
which have; pe 0 for the 

roof of this truth ,..( to wit , lay- 
mg on of hands upon belicvers Bap- 
Led as ſuch ) ale 7 by your 4c” 4 
if poffible, the tructt of God our of 
our hands. 

wonder you Anſwer not the Ar- 
guments layd down by fome for the 
proof of this '(to wit, that we have 
a command for laying on of hands) 
as for inſtance : 

Door Chamberlain in his diſpute 
with Mr. X:ffiz, in the 16. page of 
his book, ſaich he, Fora command, 
we have-it in Mat. 28, 20, For 
whatſoever 1s .a Dodrine of the 
Apoltles', is the Command of 
Chriſt, . But impoſition of hands * 
is 2 Docrineof the Apoſtles. 

The minor 1s granted by you, _in 
your firſt Aﬀertion , where you ſay, 
you grant it 1s a Doctrine or princl- , 
ple;z buc notito be praiſed : and the 
Text doth alſonumber ir u amongſt », 
thzDodrines and princip bas 
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The Major.is the very» ords of 
the 'Text : . Teachiugs themmato ofſerve 
all things , what foever t bave Comman« 
ded you; anlefs :({aicth hey' you wall 
deny that Dodrme is /Teachtng, or 
that the Apoſtles taught whaz they. 
wete not-commanded, as fome hdve 
preſumptuouſly afthrtmed, ii 

This argument was indeavourcd, 
(yer nor in the leaſt anſwered ) by 
Mr. Perry , as you may. ſee inthe 
2.3 page of his Book of antmadver- / 
fions. "M17 nt. og bi 
. 2. You may alſo ſce Mr, Griffiths 
Arguments, , -one of which I ſhall 
name, why this 1s {o. 1920 7 180144 

x* -. - Becauſe; ſaith he, the Apoſtles did 
* adminiſter ſuch a: thing'on dipped 
believers as ſuch, A#s 8. 17. 'and 
19.6, Now ſaith he, cither they did 
*- 2dminiſter it ,- upon the account of 
S Chriſts Requirement , command or 
g + injuntion ,- or: upon an. account of 
8 © theirown,. ./ + nts 1 
)- . But it wasnotupon an-account of 
y their 


- 


| " (173) 
their' own's therefore is was upon 
(the'iaccountof Chriſts Reguirement, 
command 'or injunction; © This-he 
proves, as you mayifee 11 the ſixth 
page of his:book. :1ri anſwer ro Mr, 
Harriſon: this was neverithat-] know 
of anfwered»by any. of you ; with 
, many*more he layes; down''in. his 
book of the fix principles, 
-1-$urely, you could not beignorant 
of -thoſo Arguments; 'and therefore 
how. you could retain:this ObjeQi- 
off, when. it -hath-been'by. ſuch! Ar+ 
gumentrs refuted , and. yer not take 
notice of thoſe Arguments, ſo as to 
anſwer chem, I know: nor. : 

' 3. . Youtmay likewiſeifee what Mr 
Tiflam-writes, in the. 10 1/1, 12, 13; 


and 14/page of his Book ,- ( itbeing 


i} 
&} \ 
£ - 


ananſwerito Mt. Paul: Hotſonyand to” 


this very.Qbjcction;)'! :Q Cc: 2111952310 

4. Amongſt the: reſt,for turcher 
witneſs:herein , I ſhall refer :you to 
what” have written in anſwer to 


this very Objection, Jaid down and , | 
aln-» »- 


© Ol 


_ kon of tmy .anfwer.to your book ; 


F 


"—_ 
anſwered tn my book, : which Ide- 
fire the, Lotd..may help you, wo 
weigh” and canfder : of ,.; that the 
truth of God mzy have ps 19 your 

| 


hearts. For miſt eel} you, ir will 
be little comfort. ro you z/ . if Chrilt 
(as he taddenly will, comes) (hall 
finde you-oppoling the reformation | 
of his houſe, And further ,. I defirc 
the. Lord may keep you from: this 
temptation; 7. ( which too Many..are 
{ubject ro.run mto) to wit ,, Now 
eruth is difplayed, preſently co make 
war therewith , 1ndeavouring the 
{uppreſking thereof, | 

There being luttle in this fourth 
Chapter, then this bare Syllogifme 


*' ” more thenfrivolous diſcourſe; with 
reflections, andiunſavoury and hard 


ſpeeches , Which do diſcover the 
bitterneſs of tha'minde-fromwhenice 
they proceeded: ; I ſhallrakeas Lit- 
te norice as I can, '( with wiſdome ) 
of them , and draw t0::4 tonelu- 


only 


. 


(175 pr; 
only ſhall obſerve Site tew things. 
I, You labour' ro darken'\the 
truch,and that with your {lighting of 
thoſe m_ that have beth wrieten 
in the yindication thereof, and thoſe 
Scriptures which have been afhf- 
med by. thoſe that have written ; 
| theteby feckihg to poſiefs the minds 
of people with an underſtanding 
from 'feveral Scriptutes , as it they 
were ours; but is indeed yout own 
nnagination , that thereby # you 
might hinder the proceeding of this 
truchatnongſt the people of God. 
And thetefore I do affirm , that 
what hath been affirmed ( by any of 


us,) from thoſe Scriptures , dorh .. 
{till ſtand good ro What they were 


ihecndeds and are rrue witneſſes m 
this calc for the proot of this truth. 
And when by thoſe perfons that 
ſhall dilly weigh arid conſider the 
marter you have written , with the 
anſwer rhercunto , ( withour preju- 
dice of Spirit,but with love rowatds 
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God - to findg Out tus truth ,) they 
will caſily, ſee; your etrour herein, 
and that in ehiy -martcr we have nor 
(as iyourſclves haye done,), handled 
the'VVerd of: God deceitiullys -aCor. 
2,/47; and 4.24 |: | 
24; Youſay, that we ſay, youare 
Babes ; takirig tharas-marcer of grear 
diſdain ; but hovw like-Childsen you 
do and haycacted ,, I do believe will 
.be caſily ſeen, by thoſe who have 
thei eyes open; -- 

'  8- And whgreas you ſay, we arc 
much art loſs abour the; end:.of this 
Ordinance, and fo by this. would 
caſt duſt into rhe cyes,of perſons, to 
blind them the more : . ,, ! 

'- 1 Anſwer, thar if there be; any 

that doth aftirm this or thats or a 

third thing, to be the end of this Or- 

- .dinance ; yet I, hope you will grant 

us the ſame liberty-to come t@ the 
knowledge of this, truth , you your 

ſelves take toattrain the highth of op- 

polition againſt ut ; is there not divi- 

3 {10ns 
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fions among your ſelves, in your op- 
poling of us 2 what's the Reaſorgtiat - 


you affirm one thing, Mr. Kiffi: 
another , and Mr. Harriſoz a third ? 
Mr. Harriſon he ſaith, it is laying on 
of hands for healing is the principle, 
Heb. 6, 2, Mr.. Kiffin, he faith, 
( miſſing the end of that we practiſe) 
chat it was only diſpenſed tor the 
confirmation of the Goſpel. I could 
tell you , that others wiio do oppole 
it, do (ay, Nor the practiſe of laying 
on of hands, is the foundation-prin- 
ciple ; bur the effects of laying on of 
hands; which is as falſe, and rhe 
words unſound : and you alter all, 


aſhrm _ on of hands upon . 


perſons to office , to be ti:e founda- 
ton-principle, Heb, 6,2, ( which 


15notſo) therefore conſider , wi:0 
1s more at loſs then your ' ſelves. 
Remember what is writren,and take 
_ cognizance of your books you 

ave written againſt us, and the 
truth:ſurely your oppoſition is much 
heign- 


— "—_ A 


" _— 
| heighthened , by the bitterneſs of 
your Spirit againſt us ; becauſe we 
cannot deny this Word of the Lord 
we are conſcious of ; Not, becauſe 
the Biſhops did praiſe it, (as you 
ſay we do ) but becauſe we finde ir 
written, as that which Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles taught , and that unto 
which believers as ſuch were obec- 
cient. oe 

| What though ſome among 
us, (though I know nor of any ) 
ſhould underſtand the Extraordina- 
ry gifts of the Holy Spirit to be the 
end of this Ordinance, whercin they 
ſhould be deceived with your {elves ; 
doth this make voyd the truth of 
God > God forbid. 
 Weknow, that the Extraordinary 
gifts of the Holy Spirit , did follow 
the Preaching of the V Vord, and {o 
was a fruit of that Ordinance, as 
well as laying on of hands ; bur the 
roper end, of neithcr of them. Is 
here no gitrs of the Spirir of God, 
"n 35-2. __— 


(t79) ; 
which believers then did; and do 
now receive according to the promiſe 
of God y but ſuch aSare given inan 
Extraordinary manner ? Surely you 
dare nor ſay there is nor. 

Bur I ſhall leave thus, and take as 
litcle notice as poſtiblegof the frames 
of your Spirits , which areas if you 
were bent and reſolved to. fight 
againſt truth, and to tread under; 
and rendet odious ,. the maintainers 
thereok. | 

The ground whercof, I conceive 
is; becauſe we cannor communicate 
with you , who reject and deny this 
teaching of Chriſt,” and bring yout 


own. with the new-conceitedopini- / 


on of Doctor Goage and others in'thE 
room 'thereot : and though you are 
pleaſed ro. {ay, that ouvbeft Argit 
ment is the Common. prayer book, 
yet we would give you to know; thar 


we have amore ſure V Vord of Proc 


pheſie, 2 Pet.,1,19, our witneſs is fn 


the word of truth;and your Reaſons, 
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8 with all the wiſdome of thoſe men 


you: minded , in this caſe, will be 
tound too light, being weighed in 
the Balance of the truth, that laying 
on of hands; in-Heb, 6, 2, is meant 
upon perſons to office. 

Burt wherefore ate we branded 
with the names-of cenſoriouſneſs; 
Rigid, Hatred, and ſuch Judgments; 
as 1t we had(as you ſay) received the 
Spiritot Saran, in ſtead of the Spirit 
ot God ? | 


- -Kz; Js ir becauſe ſome of us, as you 
fay> forbid you their houſes 2 bur I 
pray you 10 your.writing of this, did 
- . youcarcfully obſerve and remember 
the frames of your Spirit > wharſo- 
* ever your carriage was towards your 
Brethren, of whom you thus ſpeak, 
I know not ;. yet ſure ] am, in this 
ove Writing , you go beyond your 

nds : bur what is this Spirit 
which is diſcovered to be in you, bur 
that-old Maligne Spirit , that ſceks 
"_] the 


(181) 
the deſtru{tion of the truth and way 
of God , who alwayes reaps up the 
failings, (if there be any) inany | 

r ſoul, thereby to diſhonour,and |! 
caſt dirt upon the face of truthzor j 


2, Is it, becauſe as you ſay , we 
deny you Communion > why conſi- 
der, is 1t not upon the ſame-ground 
that you your ſelves have denyed + 
others > and have not you dcalt with 
{ome poor ſouls, who have been con- 
vinced of this truth , and for truths 
ſake,in duty towards God, have been 
obedient thereunto? 

Surely ro withdraw from thoſe, |. 
who deny truth, and turn their” *# 
backs nipon truth , is from a bertef b 
underſtanding , and is more agreg- * 
able to the minde of God , FA | 
to withdraw from poor ſouls, who 
are followers of truth : The firſt 
1s ours , the ſecond your practiſe 3 
the Lord he is Judge, and will cet- 
tainly Judge between us , and make 


N 3 his 


b. 


24 "(182), 

his truth' manifeſt : for it is time 
for thee Lord to werk , when men 
"make voyd: thy Law ; Pſalm 119; 
126, V7]. 
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Poſt-ſcript. = 


Reader, 
[ Would have thee take notice , that 


whereas I bayve mane mention of the 

= zames of ſome particular perſoxs in 
my book, It 1s 0t from any Spirit of pre- 
juaice that'T have toward them ;, for the 
Lord he knows they are men I do love 4.4 
eſteem:but my mentioning of them was 'or 
this end , that believers might ſee the 
weakn'ſs of thery ObjeRions,aid the difle- 
rence that i$1n the#underſtandir.gs ayout 
this truth of laying on of hands upon be- 
lievers Baptized as ſuch : that ſo tndeed 
the great Mountatis that are raiſed up 
in the wayes of poor ſouls is their ole- 
dience unto Chriſt 13 this Ordw.ante ymay 
te removed; aid therefore I hope, there 
* r9re that will barlor ſuch a content 
from what I have written,es that 1 ſhould 
have ever the |, f5 eſteem of ihem , forthe 


enttoning of thetr names 11 the ay 


m 
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| I bave minded, neither that others ſhould 
bave ever the leſs eſtgen of them; but that 
indeed ſo far as they follow truth , they 
ſhould be efteemed for the ſake thereof : 
and therefore I do deſire that Satan mgy 
bave no aduantage, by any thing I have 
written; for I have tndeauoured both in 
my book and 1n my Anſwering of theſe 
four Chapters , to write without refleftug 
Language , which as I know it would not 
profit my ſelf nor the truth; So likewiſe 
would but raiſe up the Spirits of thoſe, 
who are oppoſers thereof : and therefore 
zow , that God may grue thee a Spirit of 
Wiſedome, that thou maiſt know and un- 
derſtand what is written , is the Prayer of 
him, who 1s willing to ſerve thee, wherein 
be mey be inftrumental for thy good * and 
the Lleſsing of God go along with this bis 
weak indeavours, Amen, 
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W.R, 


FINIS, 


/ 


